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Goodyear Global Service 



Today, many international air 
carriers are taking advantage of the 
fact that Goodyear Aviation Products 
are manufactured, distributed or sold 
in most of the principal countries 
along the far-flung airways of 


the world — as indicated by the 
map above. For complete informa- 
tion about Goodyear’s global service, 
write; Goodyear, Aviation Products 
Division, Akron 16, Ohio or Los 
Angeles 54, California. 





GOOD#YEAR 


AVIATION 

PRODUCTS. 


MORE AIRCRAFT LAND ON GOODYEAR 


TIRES THA 









^OBLBM JVOW 


Here again is practical 
work, it accounts tor the 
promote improved efiiciency w 
tor their dependability. Mint 
In Canada: Toronto 


lence of Honeywell Creative Engineering at 
why aU Honeywell aeronautical controls 
linimum maintenance — and are recognized 
ineapolis.Honeywell, Minneapolis R, Minnesota. 


Honeywell 



GOING UNDERGROUND FOR A "WHIRL" 


P This aircrafl turbine wiieel is about 
toutirlprpoa"whirl leBl" — a lest lo prove 
its aliililY 10 survive liu> irviuetiduus 
centrifugal forces present while it spins 
at supersonic blaile li[i sjieccis, 

► The lest is conducted in an under- 
grounil chamber from which llic air is 
cvaciialrd. This permits the wlieei lo 
whirl at higher speeds than required in 
service ... for if the blades had to push 
air around at such sjieeds. enormous 
power would he required to drive the 
wheel. To ileteel any slight irregiilarily 
that mighi occur during the run' the 
test rig has an electronic indicator. 


► Because some experimental parts are 
whirled to destruction to determine how 
much overspeed they can endure, the 
chamber is lined witJi laminated boiler 
plate — 12 inches thick. 

► Each newly designed turbine rvheel, 
compres.sor, and supercharger impeller 
must prove its ruggeilness in similar 
tests in iheWrightAeronautical re.search 
laboratories before being releuseil for 
production. 

► Another example of the painstaking 
research behind the development of 
Wright aircraft turbine and reci[iioeat- 
ing engines. 



WRIGHT 


Aeronautical Corporation • Wood-Ri 


AVIATION WEEK, May 31, 1948 





AXELSON 

FIRST CHOICE 


AVIATION EXECUTIVES AGREE 

that Axelson engineering and plant 
{acilitiea for the production o( high 
precision aircraft components are 
among the finest available. 


FOR PRECISION 
AIRCRAFT PARTS 


such as landing gears, hydraulic struts, 

missions, superchargers and variable 
speed drives, alternator drives and 
pressure regulator valves, Axelson is 
considered first choioe by world lead- 

Axelson is currently producing su- 
perchargers for cabin pressuriaation 
of the Douglas DC-6 airplane. Numer- 
ouB Axelson experimental projects are 
under way, in design stage, production 


equipment, com 
finest quality. 
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character study 


Here’s the new Janilrol Series S-200 aircraft healer— standard 200.000 
Blu/hour model. Low ventilating air pressure drop (see chart at left! : 
light weight; compactne.ss : 22.8" long. 10" diameter; easy accessibility 
(change spark plugs without removing healer) ; new combustion 
chamber of special heat resistant corrugated Inconel ; welded gas tight 
throughout; dual — stand-by positive spark ignition — these are some of 
its many tested features that have already earned acceptance on sucli 
planes as the Douglas DC-3 and C-119, and are chalking up high 
records for safe, dependable operation, minimum maintenance, and 
long life. Ideal for either new planes or for converting older military 
and commercial planes to modern heating efficiency. Write for case 
histories on maintenance savings effected by leading airlines with the 
S-200 on DC-3s, utilizing existing ductwork. 


of the latest addition . . 

One basic heating principle — the Janitrol Whirling Flame — is built 
into each of the healers shown below — each healer designed, engineered, 
built, and exhaustively tested to meet the exact requirements of com- 
mercial and military aircraft. Here are the members of this “family” by 
model designation, and some of the aircraft on which they are used 
(read from left to righO : S-3(X) (shown with dual control can) : DC-fi. 
DC1-4M2; S-60: Conslellalion 049; S-200 (with single control can) ; 

DC-3. C-74. C-119: S-100: DC-4. DC-4M1. C-46. C-54; S-90: Constellation 
649 and 749: S-30: F4U-S. P-51. SB2C; S-40: DC4, C-S-4. DC-4M1 ; 

V.15; P-Sl.TBM. F7F, Either single or dual control cans shown 

may be used with any of the heaters illustraled . . . Your Surface Combustion 

representative and the organization behind him is at your service. 




to the famous family of 
aircraft heaters 
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EVERY MAJOR AIRLINE 
USES HYDRO-AIRE FUEL VALVES 


Positive proof of the superiority of Hydro- 
Aire fuel selector and shut off ^’alves is 
their use by every major airline. Further- 
more. every bomber, every fighter, every 
jet and every transport manufactured in 
the U. S. today is equipped rvith fuel, 
hydr.aulic or pneumatic erjuipment that is 
designed and produced by H\dro-Aire. 
Hears WHT HYDRO-AIRE FUEL VAIVES ARE 


UNIVERSAllT ACCEPTED 



Our development engineers will be happy 
to discuss speei/ic problems with you. For 
full information write to Hydro-Aire, lac., 
3000 Winona Ave., Burbank. Cniifornia. 


HYDRO-AIRE 

PRODUCTS 


USERS Of 
HYDRO-AIRE 
PRODUCTS 



4IVDRO-DIRf 

INCORPORATED 


DUE Sr lEERICI'S FDIENQSI HtlimciDREIS IF FDEL, HTDIIULIC (HD PHEEMATIC EDEIPMENT 


NEWS DIGEST 


DOMESTIC 

Air Force Strategic Air Command 
will move its headquarters to Offutt 
Air Force Base, Omaha, Nebr. from 
Andrews Field, Md, in the next 90 

Senate Armed Services Committee 
approved a bill authorizing the govern- 
ment to place additional surplus plants 
on a standby basis. TTie move would 
affect about ^50 surplus plants still held 
bv the government. 

' Establishment of the Civil Air Patrol 
as a permanent volunteer civilian aux- 
iliary of the Ait Force was approved by 
the Senate last week. The bill would 
permit CAP use of Air Force fields, oil, 
fuel and supplies. 

Convair-Liner will enter first sched- 
uled passenger service tomorrow on 
American Airlines' Washington-iNcw 
York, Washington-Chicago and Wasb- 
ingfon-Charleston -Cincinnati - Indian- 
apolis-Chicago routes. The Convair- 
liner has already fiown a 100,000-milc 
transcontinental cargo schedule and 
hundreds of famifiarization flights 
throughout the American Airlines sys- 
tem over the past few months. 

FINANCIAL 

Lockheed Aircraft Corp. announced 
sales totaling $32,835,352 for the first 
quarter ending Mar. 31 , compared with 
$19,073,704 for the same ^riod last 

United Aircraft Coip. showed net in- 
come of $3,248,230 or $1.10 per share 
for three months ended Mar. 31. 

McDonnell Aircraft Corp.’s net in- 
come for nine months ended Mar. 31 
was $814.60C or $3.50 a share. 

Republic Aviation Corp. reported 
profit of $1,377,254 before taxes for 
first quarter of 1948 on sales of $14.- 
374.928. 

Boeing .Ainslane Co. operated at a 
net loss irf $34,615 during first quarter 
of 1948. Sales amounted to $19,302.- 
932. 


FOREIGN 

Paiiair do Brasil will increase its 
Lockheed Constellation through serv- 
ice between Rio de faneiro and Buenos 
Aires from ttto to three round trips per 
week to accommodate the increasing 
travel over the route. The six-hour 
flight is proving increasingly popular 
u-ith the dehut of the Connies. 

Chartered i lanes will fly airmail to 
“some«herc" in the new state of Israel 
"at the sender’s risk" by the Jewish 
agency. U. S. Post Office suspended 
airmail to Palestine a month ago. 
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BIGGER, MORE USEFUL; 
SAFE, FAST AND RUGGED 



HERE'S THE BEAUTIFUL new 1948 Ryan Narion in Catalina Tan, one of four brilliant 
enamel colors now available. Among other new features in 1948 ace draft-free ventila- 
tion, improved interior styling, perfected sound insulation and a new. improved fuel 
system. Many mechanical refinements have been made in plane, engine and propeller. 



PlINTV OF LEG AND ELEOW ROOM for 4 passen- 
gers tmd their baggage in ihe Rjan Narion. Seals 
are removable uj hold 645 lbs. of cargo in 55 cubic 
feel, eaaly loaded by removing canopy. Leg room 
is 50 Inches in from and 40 inches in back. Elbow 
room is 42 inches, and baggage comparlmem holds 
up 10 ISO pounds in 20 cubic feet of space. 



NAVION LOGICAL 
NEXT STEP FOR 
2-PLACE OWNERS 

Actually much easier to fly than many 
2-place planes, the new 1948 Ryan 
Navion is the ideal next step for the 
small plane owner who recognizes 
the need for top cross-country perfor- 
mance and real business-plane utility. 

The 1948 Ryan Narion has not sac- 
rificed ease of flying in order to obtain 
its 1 50-mph speed or its roomy 4-pas- 
senger comfort. Its interconnected 
ailerons and rudder give an optional 
coordinated two-control system, as- 
suring stabilityand relaxed flyingeven 
in rough air. Unique all-around visi- 
biliiy makes every maneuver.. .in the 
air and on the ground... easier.,. safer. 

The Rvan Navion is designed to "go 
places"/a.w and to land you wherever 
business or pleasure requires. Hydrau- 
lic flaps, sturdy tricycle landing gear 
with oversized wheels and tires, and 
the large steerable nosewheel, assure 
eflicienl operation from short, rough 
fields, even in strong cro.ss winds. The 
powerful 1 85 hp engine gives Ihe Ryan 
Narion a climbing rate of 8.30 feet a 
minute. and normal range of 500 miles. 
The new optional auxiliary tank gives 
it a maximum range of 750 miles. 

Safely and dependability are built 
into \beRyanNavion-. its thick-skinned 
all-metal ruggedness means not only 
extra strength but permanent beauty 
and ease of maintenance. 

Owners seeking the best will find 
that the new 1948 Ryan Navion has 
blended together all the characteris- 
tics most desired in 4-place planes, no 
unbalanced extremes in performance 
have been sought at the sacrifice of 
other important qualities. 


The Thoroughly Proven Post-War Plane . 

RYAN AEEONAunCAl COMPANY • 


UN0EER6H 


DIECO 12, CALIFORNIA 




Confidence in airline 0 ]iera- 
tion paya ofT.-.in bigger payloads,., 
bigger profits. Sperry lielps airlines 
build anifidencr by .su|)plying equip- 
ment that jiays olf, too ... in gieater 
schedule reliability . , . greater public 
confidence in commercial (lying. 

Sperry has developed, engi- 
neered and (light-tested instruments 
whicli will enable the airline to pro- 
vide the kind of service that allows 
the passenger to (lycomfortabiyand re- 
laxed,. .safely, smoothly and on sched- 
ule regardless of weather or visibility. 

Already oti many airlines are to 
be found . . . the Sperry A-12 Gyro- 


pilot’ for smooth, level (light ... the 
Automatic Approach Control for 
guiding the aircraft to the runway in 
all kintls of weather . . , the Gyrosyn* 

for accurate information on position 
and direction . ..the Engine Analvzer 
to check engine performance during 
(light and to save valuable time on 


These and other well-known 
Sperry products are designed to help 
the airline operator increase his load 
factor. . .and keep liis fleet operating 
econonticaUy anil luHh profit. 

ie Meanwliile, S|jerry research and 
engineering development keep forg- 
ing ahead. ..improving old products, 
designing new ones, 


SPERRY GYROSCOPE COMPANY 

DIVISION OF THE SPERRY CORPORATION • GREAT NECK, N.Y. 
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NEWS SIDELIGHTS 


Carrier Wor 

Air Force-Navy battle over the 65,- 
000 ton carrier continues. General Carl 
Spaatz denies that the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, of which he is a member, ap- 
proved the carrier since he, himself, 
refused to go along with the idea. 

Admiral Louis Denfeld had previ- 
ously told the House Armed Services 
Committee that the Joint Chiefs, whose 
decisions must be unanimous, had ap- 
proved the supei carrier program. 

Spaatz further told a gathering of 
several hundred newsmen last week 
that he did not believe that carrier 
aviation could stand up against iand- 
based aviation in an attack against a 
large land mass. 


NAL Strike Board 

The emergency fact finding board 
appointed by President Truman in an 
e^rt to settle the National Airlines 
pilot strike discovered in the first few 
minutes of hearings that it had an ex- 
ceptionally tough nut to crack. 

NAL attorneys contended the board 
was created under a "misapprehension". 

The Presidential order setting up the 
panel said the N.AL pilot dispute, in 
the judgment of the National Media- 
tion Board, threatens to interrupt in- 
terstate commerce to a substantial 
degree. The carrier told the emergency 
board it knows of no such threat to 
interstate commerce since it has re- 
stored service to all points and there 
is no dispute between National and its 
present pilots. 

NAL indicated that if there is a 
threat to interstate commerce it lies in 
the Air Line Pilots Association’s plans 
to spread the walkout to other airlines 
not parries to the emergency board's 
investigation. National and other car- 
riers want to know what ALPA told the 
National Mediation Board which stirred 
that body to suddenly discover a 
"threat” to interstate commerce in a 
dispute now nearly three years old and 
only after a strike had approached its 
fourth month. 


Tobey's Rebutfal 

Sen. Charles Tobey (R., N. H.) takes 
issue with a report here (Aviation 
Week, Apr. 19J that as acting chairman 
of Senate Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee he worked behind 
the scenes to have Sen. Owen Brewster 


Latest XS-I Report 

Latest official report on the Air 
Force’s news policy concerning 
Bell XS-1 speed was revealed last 
week by Stephen Leo, Ait Force 
public relations chief, who told an 
audience of several hundred news- 
men at the National Press Club 
that; "The Air Force is not au- 
thorized to discuss the matter. 
Answer to the question of XS-I 
performance will have to come 
from the Justice Department.” 

General Hoyt S. Vandenberg 
liad ducked tlic question put to 
liim by a Washington newsman 
and deferred to Leo for reply. 
General Carl Spaatz, co-speaker 
on the program, similarly refused 
comment. 


(R.. Me.) deposed as chairman of the 
aviation subcommittee. Tobey declared 
"there isn’t a word of truth in it”, but 
conceded that he and Brewster see eye 
to eye on few, if any, issues. 

Tobey reported that this would not 
prompt him to deprive his Maine col- 
leagues of prerogatives his seniority and 
service merit, and pointed out that 
while he served as acting chairman he 
referred the four aviation bills that came 
up for consideration to Brewster’s sub- 
committee. Sen. Wallace White (R., 
Me,), following an illness, has returned 
to take over the Senate Interstate chair- 


Commercial Dirigibles 

For the first time a lighter-than-air- 
craft developmental program is getting 

S ipathetic attention by Congress. 

airman Owen Brewster (R,, Me.) of 
the aviation subcommittee of Senate 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce at 
a hearing last week suggested that the 
Army, l^avy, and Air Force liave depre- 
cated airships to prevent funds for their 
development from being diverted from 
other transportation media-a view 
heartily concurred in by the two wit- 
neses. Vice Adm. C. E. Rosendahl, 
formerly in charge of airship develop- 
ment for the Navy, and F. W, Litch- 
field, president oi Goodyear Aircraft, 
both long-standing lighter-fhan-air en- 
thusiasts. 

Both supported the plan of legisla- 
tion, sponsored by Brewster, to direct 


the Maritime Commission to undertake 
airship development, and recommend 
a five-year $50,000,000 program, in- 
volving two 10,000,000-cubic-feet rigid 
ships. 

NACA Changes 

President Truman moved last week 
to strengthen the scientific membership 
of National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics by appointing Theodore 
Paul Wright to a full five-year term as 
a civilian member. He takes the place 
left vacant by the death of Dr. Orville 
Wright. 

Simultaneously, Delos Wilson Rent- 
zel tvas appointed to serve the place 
vacated by Ted Wright, that or De- 
partment of Commerce representative 
serving throughout his term as CAA 
administrator. 

Addition of two more scientific mem- 
bers to the committee appears certain 
with House Military Affairs Committee 
approval of a bill to increase NACA to 
17 members, and favorable Senate 
sentiment on a similar bill. Although 
non-government members are chosen 
for their professional knosvledge and 
not as representatives of their respective 
industry connections, this increase in 
NACA's scientific membership will 
further insure its independence and 
technical competence in the field of 
aeronautical research. 


Postal Buck Passed 

It now appears likely that Congress 
will toss the controversial matter of 
postal rate increases to boost revenue 
and put the Post Office Department 
on a self-sustaining basks back to the 
department. House Post Office and 
Civil Service Committee has approved 
legislation setting up a three-member 
board in the department to submit to 
Congress each January a schedule for 
postal rates in all categories which 
would assure revenue equal to expenses. 
The Board's schedule would become 
effective unless vetoed by Congress with- 
in a 60-day period. Air Transport As- 
sociation is opposed to the legislation. 
Executive Vice President Robert Rams- 
peek objects that, since numerous postal 
services are admittedly for the "public 
benefit” and ate non-compensatoiy, a 
rate schedule assuring revenue equal 
to outlay would necessarily mean that 
airmail and other first class mail rates 
would have to leSect costs incurred for 
the non-compensatory services. 
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Kr (AN 
1 hydrau' 


Foremost Producer of ALL Types of Aircraft Filters! 


# In view of ihe high standards set by the aircraft industry. 
Skinner filters have been found particularly qualified to solve 
all filtration problems. Skinner filters prevent excessive wear 
by removing dirt and other foreign matter before they get 
into the gasoline, oil, ait, and anti-icing systems, Avoid 
expensive unscheduled servicing due to clogged lines and 
prematurely worn parts — install Skinner filters for longer, 
safer flying in any type of aircraft. 

For descriptive booklet or further engineering details, WRITE 
DIRECT TO; 


pvt. iAeie PaiteAMi. Pu'utdf 



SKINNER PURIFIERS DIVISION 

1500 Trombly Avenue, Detroit II, Michigan 
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All-Weather Airways Gains 

Conunerce and Defense Departments agree 
on board to develop billion-dollar system. 


By Robert Hoix 

Administrative pattern of the pro- 
posed billion dollar all-weatliet airways 
system began to emerge in Washington 
last week. 

Basic control of the system will be 
vested in the National Defense Estab- 
lishment through an Air Navigation 
Development Board charged with pri- 
mary responsibility for all research and 
development work for the program. 

► Joint .Agreemeol— This board was 
established by agreement between De- 
fense Secretary fafcs V, Forrestal and 
Secrctan' of Commerce Charles Sawyer 
based oh recommendations by the Re- 
search and Development Board's ad 
hoc Committee of NavigaHon headed 
by Ralph Damon, president of Ameri- 
can .Airlines. 

The -ANDB will be a three-man group 
with representatives of the Air Force, 
Navy and C.AA. It will operate for 
honsekeeping purposes only within the 


New Designations 

Air Force has approved changes 
in its aircraft type designations, 
changing the total from 30 to 12 
and using type names considered 
more descriptive of the function 
of the individual types. In imple- 
menting the new directive, the 
numerical order of existing desig- 
nations will be continued, as; 
I'-S6.A. TF-80C, and so on. New 
and old designations follow: 

Type Old New 

Fighter P F 

Reconnaisssnee F R 

Trainer AT.BT.PT T 

Search and rescue None S 

Research XS X 

Helicopter R H 

Other designations are un- 
changed: B, bomber; C, cargo; 
G. glider; L, liaison; and T. target 
and drone. 


Department of Commerce. Eventually 
this board will be aided by an executive 
director and a "system engineering 
group" of technical experts. 

Final details including voting pro- 
cedures, arc being established by a tem- 
porary working group consisting of B. A. 
Denicke (CAA) Capt. Felix Baker 
(Navy) and Col. S. A. Mundell (USAF). 
Tlie permanent ANDB will be the final 
arbiter on equipment and procedures 
to be used in the joint-military civil all- 
weather airways program. Another per- 
manent navigation committee will be 
orpnized by the military Research and 
Development Board to supervise land 
and marine navigation programs in ad- 
dition to monitoring the airways pro- 
gram. 

► ACC Group — Complementing the 
work of the .ANDB will be permanent 
air navigation committee of the Air 
Coordinating Committee- Makeup of 
this group has not yet been finally ap- 
proved by ACC but will probably con- 
sist of voting representatives from CAA, 
USAF, Navy. FCC and Coast Guard 
with non-voting representatives from 
Airline Owners and Pilots Association; 
Air Line Pilots' Association and Air 
Transport Association, 

The ACC group will be responsible 
for determining operational require- 
ments of equipment needed for the all- 
weather airways program while the 
.ANDB will be responsible for evaluat- 
ing these requirements in lig^it of ad- 
ditional national defense needs and 
making a final decision. Final determin- 
ation of the types of eqiibment and 
their use will rest with AN6B. In gen- 
era! the military will present its non- 
tactical rei^uirements (principally for 
strategic a;r transport) through the 
ACC group and its tactical requirements 
for air defense and combat operations 
through the .ANDB. 

► Veto Still Issue-Big issue is whether 
the ANDB will have veto power over 
the ACC navigation committee requests 
for specific equipment. 

Both groups will be guided, but not 
bound by, the recent report of the 
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More Ground 



RALPH DAMON'S coiumitMe untangled 
administrative knot that tied progress. 


Radio Technical Commission for Aero- 
nautics special committee No. 31. 

► Special Studies— Already two new spe- 
cial committees have been organized to 
study specific problems arising out of 
the all-weather airways program. One 
group is concerned with distance meas- 
uring equipment- The other is deter- 
mining whether the private line visual 
air-ground communications required by 
the new airwavs system should be com- 
bined with airborne radar identification 
beacons. Results of these studies will 
be referred to the ACC navigation com- 
mittee and ANDB for final decisions. 

The complex interdepartmental rela- 
tions involved in the all-weather air- 
ways program are by no means finally 
determined. Considerable conference 
room skirmishing between the agencies 
remains before riie final administrative 
pattern will be set. 

► Funds Detailed-The RTCA SC-31 
report earmarked 575,000,000 of the 
proposed $1,113,000,000 total cost of 
the all-weather airwavs system for re- 
search, This $75,000,000 would be con- 
trolled by the ANDB while the ACC 
navigation group would supervise ex- 
penditure of SI. 638.000.000 for produc- 
tion equipment to be used in the svs- 
tem, R'TCA estimated that military 
share of the equipment program would 
come to $789,000,000 with $12-1,000.- 
OOD as the civil agencies' share. 
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Size of Air Force Remains in Doubt 

President hints he will not spend all of procurement 
funds; Vinson says operational budget is insufficient. 


The Truman administration is still 
strongly opposed to the Air Force pro- 
gram despite its overwhelming support 
in Congress. Last week the President 
found two wavs to clip the Air Force’s 

• His Budget Bureau proposed funds 
for fiscal 19-49 operations far short of 
USAF requirements- 

• Hc signed the 54.198.100,000 pro- 
curement bill with a plain hint that he 
docs not feel bound to okay expendi- 
ture of th. 1 t entire amount. 

At the Capitol, Rep. Carl Vinson 
(D., Ga.), ranking minority nieinbet of 
the House Armed Sen-ices Committee, 
disclosed that the budget sent to Con- 
gress for Air Force maintenance, man- 
power and operations is more than 
$100,000,000 shy of what is needed to 
keep 66 groups flying. 

At the White House. President Tru- 
man signed the appropriation bill sav- 
iiw. '‘Congress has seen fit to provide 
$d22, 000,000 beyond the amount 
which I considered necessary in sub- 
mitting my request for the acceleration 
of the program. 

“Provision is made. howe\-er, that the 
funds shall not be spent without a find- 
ing by the President tliat the ‘contracts 
let are necessary to the national de- 
fense' and that the procurement results 
in ‘maximum utilization of improve- 
ments in aircraft and equipment con- 
sistent with the defense needs of the 
United States.’ 

"To assist me in discliarging tliis 
rcsponsibilit)-, I liavc asked the Secre- 
tary of Defense and the director of tlic 
Bureau of the Budget to formulate and 
recommend appropriate procedures. . . 
I intend to review the entire military 

E rogram in September and again in 
December. Our national securits- re- 
quites that tire tot.il national defense 
program be based on a strong economic 
system and depend on a lei’el of ex- 
penditures which can be supported in 
subsequent \-cars.” 

To some, that wa.s clear warning that 
the -Mr Force's 70-Group program was 
being thrown out the window. The 
5822.000,000 mentioned by the Presi- 
dent was the additional amount au- 
thorized by Congress for procurement 
sufficient to build up file Air Force to 
70 groups. 

Last January the Administration pro- 
posed .55 groups. Forced to back down 
on tliat, it since has clung staunchly to 
66 ^oups as the size of the permanent 

Whether that size is possible, even 


temporarily, last week was in doubt. 
►Budget Request— Under its old 55- 
Group concept, tlie Administration 
asked $689,692,000 for Air Force opera- 
tions in fiscal 1949. 5Vhen it upped its 
program to 66 groups it submitted a 
supplemental request of $219,749,000, 
making a total operational budget of 
$909,486,000. Vinson says this, even 
witli Army allocations for USAF sup- 
port, still is $100,000,000 less than 
USAF insists it needs for operating a 
66-Group force. 

The revised figure would provide for 

416.000 man years, compared witli the 
current strength of 574,000 and tlic 

420.000 required for a 70-Group pro- 

Vinson’s break-down on some Bud- 
get Bureau cuts of USAF estimates for 
implementing a 66-Group program: 

• Spare Parts and Aircraft Modifica- 
tions. US.5F asked for and obtained 
$90,000,000 under the 55-Group pro- 
gram. But USAF's request for $68,- 
000,000 supplemental for a 66-Group 
program was trimmed bv Budget Bu- 
reau to $50,000,000. So' USAF' is of- 
fered a total of $140,000,000 for the 
coming year-S18, 000.000 less than it 

• Civilian Personnel. US.4F asked for 
and obtained $315,000,000 in the bud- 
get for a 33-Group program. The serv- 
ice's request for $60,000,000 additional 
for 66 groups was cut to S43.000.000 
bv Budget Bureau, .\pprovcd allocation 
of S333.000.000 is S15.000.000 short. 

• .Air National Guard (Indirect support 
from the Army). US.Al' .isked for and 
obtained 556,000.000 for 53 groups. Its 
supplemental request of 544,000,000 


REP. C.ARI, VINSON sav-s Budget Bureau 
is eiitlini USAF below 66 groups. 



Airport Lighting — 
What's Ahead? 

Lighting an airport used to be 
a simple matter, but it isn't any 
more. Commercial operations re- 
quire greater reliability. Bigger, 
faster planes requite greater ap- 
proach and landing areas. .And 
lighting technology has made 
such advances that engineers now 
know what was wrong with older 
methods. 

Wliat has gone before and 
what is likely to come are told in 
a special Aviation Week report 
to the industry on airport light- 
ing— page 18 of this issue. 


for 66 groups was slashed to $15,000,- 
000 by Budget Bureau. USAF would 
get S71.000,000-$29,000,000 less than 
it requires. 

• Organized .Air Reserve (Indirect Sup- 
port from the Army). USAF originally 
asked for and obtained, under the 55- 
Group program, 552,000,000. Its re- 
quest for $32,500,000 additional for a 
66-Group program was cut back by Bud- 
get Bureau to 521.000,000. This gives 
the service a total of $73,000, OOj or 

511,500.000 less than it needs. 


Jet Engine Approved 
For Transport Use 

.Allison 400-C4 turbojet engine has 
received the first .Approved Type Cer- 
tificate from the C.AA authorizing jet 

port aircraft. .At least three jet trans- 
ports utilizing the new engine are near- 
ing the construction stage. 

The engine is rated at 4000 lb. static 
thrust without the use of water injec- 
tion. Water injection increases this 
output to 4600 lb. for short periods. 
The connnercial engine weighs about 
1800 Ib. 'Hiat these ratings have al- 
ready been surpassed in new military 
versions is apparent from Air Force 
stipulation that .Allison can offer jet 
engines comnicrciallv only at such time 
that an improved version is in produc- 
tion simultaneously for military use. 

Issuance of .ATC No. 254 is indic- 
ative of the fact that the engine passed 
the stand.ird CAA type certification 
tests prescribed for conventional re- 
ciprocating types including duration be- 
tween overhauls. .Allison is prepared to 
produce the commercial engine in 
quantity since its present facilities are 
more fli.in adequate to meet com- 
mercial needs in addition to an ex- 
panded militarv- procurement program, 
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NACA Committee 
To Investigate Fire 

A scientific study of the problem of 
aircraft fire has been launched by Na- 
tional Advisory Committee for Aeronau- 
tics. Under the personal direction of 
Lewis A. Rodert. 1946 Collier Trophy 
winner, the program is desimed to in- 
crease basic knowledge in the field of 
combustion and its relation to aircraft 
fire safety. 

Assisting Rodert in theadministration 
of the project is a special 16-man sub- 
committee including representatives of 
military, government and private indus- 
tries most directly concerned. 

F'irst phase of tlic study, according 
to Rodert. is a thorough review of cur- 
rent information and an analysis of 
present programs both here and abroad 
to determine gaps in existing knowl- 
edge. Rodert plans a trip abroad to 
survey the field in England. France. 
Switzerland and Sweden, lie feels that 

E resent activities in the field consist 
rgelv of opinions and prejudice that 
only a comprehensive scientific research 
program can resolve, lie believes there 
are two approaches to the problem: 

► Reduction of Hazards— New researcli 
is needed on the sources of fire includ- 
ing the ignition, exhaust, fuel, lubricat- 
ing and otlier aircraft systems. 

► IHammabflity— -\ study is required of 
the physical and clicmical plienomena 
of fire, an improi eincnt of basic knowl- 
edge of extinguishing agents and their 
action, and the flammability of aircraft 
fluids and matcri.ils. 

Rodert has set no time limit on the 
completion of the entire |)togtam. The 
immediate, two-year goal is to solve the 
most pressing problems (fire sources, in- 
flammable fluids). The basic combus- 
tion and extinguishing research pro- 
gram will extend well into the future. 

First organizational meeting of the 
subcommittee was held at NACA 
Fliglit Propulsion Research Laboratory. 
Cleveland, March 18 and other meet- 
ings will be held as required. .Although 
the program will be centered at Cleve- 
land. Rodert plans to utilize all avail- 
able facilities at Wright I'icld, C.AA at 
Indianapolis, Cornell at Ithaca, N. Y„ 
and private laboratories throughout the 
nation. 

► Meinbets— NAC.A subcommittee on 
Aircraft F'irc Preveiitionr 

Lewis A. Rodert. N.AC.A, chairman; 
Arnold Dircksen. equipment laboratoA', 
.Air Materiel Command: Charles 
Shubart, Navy Bureau of .Aeronautics; 
Harvey L. Hansberrv, C.AA F.xpcriincn 
tal St.ition. Indianapolis; John M. 
Chamberlain. C-AB Safety Bureau; J. ,\. 
Dickinson, National Bureau of Stand- 
ards; E. M. Barber, supenisor. Engi- 
neering Research. 'Hie Texas Co.: John 


G. Botger, chief project engineer. Pan 
American Airways; David L. Posner. 
Civil Aeronautics Administration; Allen 
W. Dallas, Air Transpoit Association; 
Harold E. Hoben, engineering dept., 
American Airlines; C. R. Jolinson, Shell 
Oil Co.; Raymond D. Kelly, engineer- 
ing development. United Air Lines: 
Gaylord W. Newton, power plant unit, 
Boeing Aircraft Co.; Ivar L. Shogran, 
Douglas Aircraft Co.; Lou Stor^. Jr., 
Lockheed Aircraft Corp.; and C. G. 
Trimbach, development engineering, 
Cornell Research Foundation. 

Taylor and Cook Fonn 
Washington Company 

Irving H. Taylor and Charles M- 
Cook, former Washington representa- 
tives tor Douglas and Consolidated- 
Vultee, respectively, haie announced 
establishment of Industry Services, Inc., 
to represent aviation companies and 
allied interests in Washington. The 
corporation, with offices at 810 Dupont 
Circle Bldg., will help clients with ex- 
porting, document and technical prob- 
lems as well as act as a liaison with 
federal agencies and foreign purchasing 
missions in regard to sales. 

Taylor is a director of the Babb Co., 
Inc., was formerly assistant to the 
president and eastern representative of 
Dougla.s Aircraft Co., general manager 
of the .Aeronautical Chamber of Com- 
merce (now .ALA), chief of the 
automotive-aeronautic trade division 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
metec. and commercial attache in 
Ftiropc. Cook served previously as 


Washington representative for Convair, 
chief of aircraft section. Office of 
International Trade, and export man- 
ager of the Aeronautical Chamber of 
Coinmctcc- 

ICAO Delegation 

President Truman has approved a 
23-man delegation to represent the 
U. S. at the International Civil Avia- 
tion Organization’s second annual as- 
sembly at Geneva, Switzerland, June 1. 

Russell B. Adams, Civil Aeronautics 
Board member, will head the U. S. 
delegation. John .Alison, assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for .Air, and 
Paul Aiken, second assistant Postmas- 
ter General, will be consultants. Hall 
L. Hibbard, vice president of Lock- 
heed Aircraft Corp., and Stuart G. Tip- 
ton, general counsel of the Air Trans- 
port Association will attend as industry 


New Speed Record 

Jacqueline Cochran (Odium) raced 
her stripped-down North American P-51 
Mustang fighter over a 2000-kilomcter 
course at an average speed of 44S mph- 
to establish a new world’s record for 
the distance. The old mark of 440 
mpli. w-as set by Lieut. J. J. Hancock, 
US.AF. in a Lockheed P-80 Shooting 
Star jet fighter, Cochran's 2 hr., 46 
mill,, 38 sec. nmiidtrip between Palm 
Springs, Calif, and Santa Fe, X. Mcx. 
vv'.is officially timed by a representative 
of tlic National Aeronautics .Associa- 



Majni dcsi|i> changes in production 
model Convair B-36A ore revealed in close- 
ups here. Qnadiicycic landing gear, right. 

on wide variety of airfields. Each double- 
wheel truck is linked to walking beam on 
main strut to equalize load on front and 
rear trucks. Front link is shock stnil tak- 
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Conflict Perils Plane Development 

All favor the “objective" of legislation for federal 
financing of transport types, but differ on method. 


Plans for the government to finance 
development of commercial transport 
and cargo planes may be lost in a maze 
of controversy over who will do the job 
and how. 

This was plain last week as commit- 
tees tackled the bills introduced by 
Owen Brewster (R., Me.) in the Senate 
and Carl Hinshaw (R., Calif.) in the 
House. The identical measures would: 

• Lodge direction of a program to 
develop types suitable for both commer- 
cial and military use with the Secre- 
tary for Ait. 

• Authorize him to spend Air Force 
funds on the project. 

• Authorize him to appoint a five-mem- 
ber advisory Civil Air Transport Evalua- 
tion and Development Board consisting 
of representative of USAF, Navy, CAA, 
CAB and NACA. 

• Provide for a six-member industry ad- 
visory committee to function under the 

The controversy centers around those 
features. 

► Atgiiinent on Methods — Witnesses 
representing CAB. CA,^, and the Air 
Force, the air transport and aircraft 
manufacturing industries last week ap- 
peared before hearings of the Senate 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Com- 
mittee and the House Armed Services 
Committee. They lined up unani- 
mously behind the "objectives” of the 
Brewster-Hinshaw bills, but differed 
widely on the method for its accom- 
plishment. 


CAB Chairman Joseph O'Connell 
steered a middle course between CAA, 
calling for all-out civilian control of the 
program, with the Air Force, Air Trans- 
port Association and some aircraft man- 
ufacturers endorsing the bill’s plan for 
military control. 

► Seek Civil Control— .Although O'Con- 
nell’s plan was presented as a compro- 
mise on the civilian versus military con- 
trol issue, it would decisively shift the 
weight of authority to civilian side. It 
offers the brightest hope for agreement 
among administration, Congressional, 
and industry representatives— and unless 
that is accomplished, legislation appears 
to have little chance of enactment at 
this session. 

"While CAB still favors the develop- 
ment of transports through an inde- 
pendent corporation (composed of the 
same membership as the proposed Civil 
Air Transport Evaluation and Develop- 
ment Board)”. O'Connell testified, "We 
believe that the program is of sufficient 
importance so that we would not op- 
pose its adoption within the general 
organizational framework of" the Brew- 
ster-Hinshaw bill. 

► Board Changes— The amendments he 
proposed, enhancing the role of the 
Civil Air Transport Evaluation ami De- 
velopment Board (composed of three 
civilian and onlv two military members) 
and diminisbing the role of the Secre- 
tary for Air, would however, result in 
conclusive civilian control of the pro- 
gram: Tliat tlie board, instead of the 


Secretary for Air, be given responsibility 
for making a national survey of trans- 
port and cargo plane requirements; that 
chairmanship of the board be limited 
to its civil representatives, that it be 
permitted to detennine its own proce- 
dures and regulations, that its actions 
be by a two-thirds vote (pemiitting ci- 
vilian to over-ride military representa- 
tives), that the board— tamer than the 
Secretary— name the industry advisory 
panel; that the board be given the initia- 
tive to determine the characteristics and 
specifications for prototypes and the 
role of the Seaetary be restricted to 
approval or rejection; that Air Force 
funds for commercial plane develop- 
ment be specifically earmarked, assuring 
their expenditure for that purpose. 

► Opposition— Tbe administration is ex- 

pected to oppose the bill in its pres- 
ent form and recommend revisions 
along the lines sugKSted by O'Connell. 
The Air Force, originally sup- 

ported enactment of the measure made 
a last-minute switch in its position, after 
being notified of Budget Bureau oppo- 
sition to its provisions. In his testimony 
C- V. Whitney, assistant Secretary for 
Air modified USAF’s position to "in 
support of the intent” of the measure. 

► Lm’s Testimony— Frederick B. Lee, 
acting CAA administrator urged that 
the Department of Commerce be au- 
thorized to undertake the development 
program. Both Lee and O'Connell em- 
phasized the need for development of 
small types for feeder service. In a 
large measure, O’Connell said, the 
financial difficulties of the feeder lines 
are due to the fact that small planes are 
not available and they are forced to 
operate 21-passenger DC-3s with small 
loads. Lee added that numerous towns 
designated for feeder service find it im- 
possible to finance airports large enough 
to accommodate DC-3s, .and develop- 
ment of a smaller craft would lighten 
the financial burdens of airport opera- 
tors as well as feeder lines. 

ATA’s executive s ice pre.sident. Rob- 
ert Ramspeck endorsed the Brewster- 
Hinshaw proposal. 

► Navy Wants Seaplancs-Jolin Nicho- 
las Brown. Assistant Scerctarv of Naw 
for Ait, asked that tlie Secretarv for 
National Defen.se's ruling that seaplane 
development be lodged with the Navy 

gial part. 

Four aircraft manufacturing represen- 
tatives enthusiasticallv supported the 
Brewster-Hinshaw measure, reporting 
that neither manufacturers nor airlines 
are able to withstand the mounting 
doelopmental costs on new planes. 
They were Burdette S. Wright, vice 
oresident, Curtiss Wright; Albert Lom- 
bard. iiiilifary sales manager. Consoli- 
dated Vultee; Arthur Raymond, vice 
nresident, Douglas Aircraft; and Robert 
Gross, president. Lockheed .Aircraft. 
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► Manufacturers Testimony - Lombard 
asked that the bill’s prohibition against 
the use of developmental funds for 
"commercial equipment" — passenger 
seats, etc.-be stricken out. since "CAA 
requires the manufacturer to submit 
an airplane in its completed state for 
airworthiness tests and seats and other 
interior furnishings must undergo tests 
showing structural integrity." Raymond 
endorsed the amendments proposed by 
O'Connell which would switch control 
from the Secretary for Air to the civil- 
ian-dominated Civil Air Transport 
Evaluation and Development Board. 
Gross, on the other hand, declared that 
"the bill is right because it gives the Air 
Force, which will be the principal user 
of the product in the event of a na- 
tional emergency, the responsibility for 
its development. - . .” 

Independents Fight 
Economic Regulation 

Independent air operators have pre- 
sented their case against regulation of 
contract operations by CAB. 

Their chief spokesman, Raymond 
Noidcn, president of Seaboard and 
Western Airlines, proposed a "reason- 
able requirement" for safety regulation 
and registration of contract carriers. 
But, he told the aviation subcommittee 
of Senate Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee, the independents 
oppose legislation bringing all contract 
operations (except infrequent flights of 
planes with five or less passengers) 
under economic as well as safety regu- 

The subcommittee is holding hear- 
ings on this bill which is sponsored by 
the Congressional Aviation Policy 
Board, five members of which sit on 
the subcommittee. 

► lodepcndent Spokesmen— O t h e r 
spokesmen for the independents: Col. 
Roscoe Turner, president. Turner Avia- 
tion Corp,; Harry Meixell, executive di- 
rector, Aviation Trades Association; 
Harold Montee, Seaboard and Western. 
H. B. McCoy, director of the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
and Edward Dumbauld, special assist- 
ant to the Attorney General, gave Com- 
merce and Justice Department backing 
to the independents’ position- McCoy 
maintained that registration and report- 
ing by contract earriera would solve the 
main complaint of scheduled airlines, 
namely, that common carrier services 
are being engaged in under the guise of 
contract service to escape regulation by 
the governing agencies. 

Robert Ramspeck, representing Air 
Transport Association and Emory Nun- 
neley, representing CAB, endorsed 
safety and economic contract regulation. 
They previously testified before the 
House Interstate and Foreign Com- 


merce Committee, which concluded 
hearings on the subject without testi- 
mony being presented by representa- 
tives of the independents. 

► CAB Authority Opposed— Norden hit 
at provisions giving CAB authority over 
international contract rates, prohibiting 
dual— common and contract— operations 
in the same area, and directing the sus- 
pension of contract licenses for infre- 
quent Service- 

Pointing out that CAB lacks author- 
ity to regulate international scheduled 
rates, Norden said that CAB control 
over contract rates would “enable cer- 
tificated carriers to juggle rates ... so 
as to take business away from the con- 
tract carriers whose rates could not be 
fluctuated without the permission of the 
board." He declared that it is "abso- 
lutely essential” fliat contract carriers 
be permitted to retain flexibili^ and 
offer contract and common services in 
the same general area. This provision, 
plus the "requirement that each con- 
tract carrier license specify the points 
and areas to be served, tfie nature of 
traffic and commodities to be trans- 
ported, and other limits on operations— 
such as minimum number of flights for 
which contracts may be made— would 
defeat the essential requirement of flexi- 
bility inherent in contract business," he 
told senators. Operational flexibility 
would be further handicapped, he sug- 
gested, by a provision that CAB suspend 
licenses when services are not per- 
formed over routes and at the frequency 
authorized by the licenses. 


Channel Wing Test 

Encouraged by success of a 
vertical lift test of a single Chan- 
nel Wing. AA'ilUrd R. Custer, 
Hagerstown inventor, is preparing 
for flight tests of his No, 2 Chan- 
nel Wing Airplane. Custer's Na- 
tional Aircraft Corp. has the 
fuselage completed with one chan- 
nel wing attached, and within a 
few weeks, as soon as the other 
channel wing is attached and the 
plane is painted, ground tests are 
scheduled to start at Hagerstoivn 
Municipal Airport. In the recent 
vertical lift test, one channel wing, 
using a 75 hp, Lycoming engine 
and a fixed pitch propeller lifted 
itself and two men weighing ap- 
proximately 300 lb. to an altitude 
of 5 ft. iii a test rig, and then 
lowered them gently to the 
ground. The test was made in 
presence of numerous Hagerstown 
residents. (Principle of the Custer 
Channel Wing was described in 
AvurroN Week. Sept. 15, 1947) 


Aircraft Committee 
For Munitions Board 

A peniiaiient aircraft committee of 
the Munitions Board has been organ- 
ized with Rear Admiral A. M. Pride, 
chief of the Navy’s Bureau of Aero- 
nautics, as chairman. 

The Board was set up ns a result 
of a study by Maj. Gen. Oliver P. 
Echols, wartime chief of Air hbree 
procurement at Wright Field and now 
president of the Aircraft Industries As- 
sociation. Echols served as special con- 
sultant to Defense Secretary Fonestal 
(Avution Week, Apr. 1) /or the job 
and has now resumed his duties as 
AIA head. 

► USAF Members— USAF is repre- 
sented on the Board by Maj. Geo. 
E. M. Powers. Maj. Gen. F. H. Smith 
and Brig- Gen. A. A. Kessler. The 
Army member is Brig. Gen. J. K. 
Christmas. In addition to Pride, the 
Navy contingent consists of Rear Adm. 
E. W, Litch and Captain Lloyd Hat- 

Primary function of the new com- 

• Coordinate current aircraft procure- 
ment programs of all three services and 
develop industrial mobilization plans 
for the aircraft industry. 

• Recommend standardization of mate- 
rials, processes equipment and design 
requirements and test procedures. 

• Allocate materials in accordance with 
priorities established by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. 

• Determine supply and maintenance 
requirements for mate units and parts 
for military aircraft. 

• Standardize military aircraft used by 
more than one service. 

• Evaluate impact on the aircraft in- 
dustry of current and future procure- 
ment indicating areas where there will 
be shortages of labor, materials and 
production capacity. 

• Recommend legislation necessary to 
implement industrial mobilization of 
the aircraft industry. 

• Recommend any dispersal action 
deemed necessary for the aircraft in- 

• Recommend allocation of manufac- 
turers’ plants behveen the USAF and 
Navy for peacetime procurement and 
planned eme^eney expansion. 

New Use for Copier 
A new government use of the heli- 
copter surveying inaccessible lands— has 
been inaugurated by the Interior I9e- 
partment through contracts with pri- 
vate helicopter operators. Following a 
successful operation in Colorado Siis 
spring. Interior is now planning a more 
extensive survey to take place in Alaska 
this summer. 
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INDUSTRY OBSERVER 


► Republic stnrted dclivctics on its new P-84C Thunderjet fighter in April, and 
the model is now current t>pe in production. Originally designed to use the new 
General Electric J--17A (TG-190) engine, production delays in engine deliveries 
have resulted in the new models going into service with the standard Allison-GE 
J-35 (TG-ISO) engine installed. 'I he l'-8-tC is being supplied to the 33rd Eighter 
Group. Walker Ait Force Base, Roswell, N. M. 

► Navy’s .60-caUber machine gun is now in quantity production and is being 
installed on the new Grumman F8F-2 Bearcat %hter and the McDonnell F2H-1 
Banshee jet fighter. The gun has a slightly lower rate of fire than the standard 
.50. but its heavier slug enables it to deliver a greater weight ot fire. A movable 
type, suitable for power-driven tunets, is now under development test. 

► Fifth Northrop B-35 flying wing bomber has been flight delivered from the 
Hawthorne, Calif., plant to Muroc Air Force Base, Calif. The fliglit was made 
by Fred Bretclicr, pilot; Charles Tucker, copilot; and Orva Douglas, flight engi- 
neer. Tucker, former National Air Race pilot, is a new addition to the Northrop 
test pilot staff and was being "cheeked out” in the huge wing. 

► Air Force has disclosed two new helicopter projects, the Piasecki XR-16 and 
Kcllett .\R-17. both considcrabh larger than anything yet contemplated. The 
Piasecki design follows the familiar Navy HRP-I dual-rotor layout, but it is about 
twice as large. It will be able to carry 25 fully equipped troops or 5000 lb. of 
ca^o. Ihe Kcllett design will utilize the General Elcctric-dcvcloped jet rotor 
system (.\viation Week, May 3) on a 130-ft. blade. This “flying crane” design 
will be used to lift loads up to 24,700 lb. and carry them 65 miles, sufficient to 
get a tank across a wide riser or a stretch of difficult jungle. 

► Air Transport Association probably won’t fight CAB’s order requiring a third 
flight crew member on the Boeing Stratocruiser, But the airline ^oup w'ill con- 
tinue to contend that a flight engineer is not needed on DC-6s on the basE of the 
plane’s operating record to date and because CAA has approved the DG6 as a 
two-man airplane after proving nins- 

► Airlines figure they lost between $500,000 and $1,000,000 as a direct result of 
CAB’s Older forcing utilization of terrain proximity indicators on all aircraft used 
in scheduled service and carrying passengers at night ot under instrument fliglst 
nile conditions, llic Board recently rescinded tire rule, which was to have heceme 
effective Mav 15, admitting that its order was premature in view of evidence that 
the instrumMts have not yet been sufficiently perfected (Aviation M’cek, May 10). 

► British Overseas Airways Cotp. negotiations with Canadair, Ltd., Montreal, for 
the purchase of $35,000,000 worth of DC-4M transports look promising. Canadair 
E completing delivery of 20 of the craft to Trans-Canada Air Lines for both 
domestic and trans-Atiantic service. BOAC’s trans-Atlantic route parallels TCA’s 
Gander-Shannon-Glasgow-London route. 

► British Ministry of Civil Aviation has returned the Tudor IV to passenger service 
but will not allow its use on the Azores-Bemmda ran where a BSA.\ Tudor TV 
was lost witliout trace. British are still ranning range and fuel consumption tests 
on the plane. The Azores-Bermuda ran has long been known for its highly 
variable headwinds and unpredictable storms. 

► Air Force will put the Boeing XB-47 through its Phase II test program at Muroc 
this month. Second XB-47 has been completed and will be turned over to the 
Ait Force this month. Boeing will eventually get both planes for a third phase 
test program including maximum speed and altitude tests. 

► Prototype of tlie Italian Btcda-7jppata BA 508 multi-engine transport E nearing 
completion, Three have been ordered by the Argentine air force and four by 
Alitalia, a British-controlled Italian auline. 

► Prototype McDonnell XP-85 was damaged when a crane lifting it into place in 
the NACA Ames Laboratory 40-ft.-by-80-ft. wind tunnel failed and dropped the 
tinv craft. The parasite fighter was returned to tiie St. Louis plant, reworked 
and is now back at Ames undergoing wind tunnel tests. 

► CurtEs XP-87 has completed 15 flights at Air Force base Muroc, Calif., and E 
now undergoing several weeks of ground modifications including connection of 
the cockpit pressurization and cooling system, tail modifications and stnictural 
rework of fuel tank supports. 


New Race Croup 

Southern CalifocnE International Air 
Races, Inc. has been formed under the 
sponsorship of the Southern California 
chapter of the National Aeronautics 
Association to stage an annual avEtion 
racing meet. The first meet will be 
held early next year at the Long Beach 
(Calif.) ^lunicipal Airport. 

Active in the new group ate Larry 
Therkelson, NAA officEl timet; Glenn 
Odekirk, manager of Hughes Aircraft 
Co. and Marvin Whitman, owner of 
^Vhitman Airpark. The non-profit or- 
ganization will also sponsor an annua] 
aviation cxpo.sition and local model 
airplane contests. 


AVIATION CALENDAR 
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Boeing Strike 

Cut in Seattle retail sales 
due to payroll losses may 
be force for settlement. 


The union showed signs of softening, 
the company stood firm and the city 
worried as tlie strike at Boeing-Seattle 
entered its second month. 

Of the three factors, the attitude of 
the community might be the most tell- 
ing. Last week, with $5,720,000 al- 
ready lost in payrolls, many small retail 
stores were reeling the pitreh. Some, 
witli volume cut as much as 25 percent, 
laid off employes. 

► “Call A Hall”— In a page one edi- 
torial, the Seattle Post-Intelligencer de- 
clared. “It’s time to call a halt” to the 
strike "before out number one industry 
is jeopardized . . . Both the company 
and the union have an obligation— to 
themselves, to the comimmity and to 
the nation— to settle the dispute.” 

As if in answer. Joseph McBreen, a 
vice president of International AssocE- 
tion of Machinists (parent body of 
Aeronautical Mechanics Union) offered 
to "submit to changes in our nego- 
tiating committee if Boeing will also 
submit to changes in its negotiators.” 

Boeing's President William M. Allen 
replied. “We feel the union officers 
should immediately call off this unau- 
thorized and unlawful strike. Our ob- 
jective then would be to negotiate a 
fair and workable contract. ... If the 
strike were called off we would deal 
with the duly-constituted representa- 
tives of the employes, whoever they 
may be.” 

McBreen declared lAM would call 
off the strike only “when an agreement 
is reached that is satisfactory to the 
14,800 Boeing employes we represent.” 
He said the union was willing to do 
everything possible, short of calling off 
the strike, to get the company back 
into collective bargaining. He .said the 
seniority issue continues to be the main 
point blocking settlement between the 
company and the union. 

► Wage Increase— Boeing continued to 
advertise for workers willing to cross 
the picket lines and made it more 
tempting bv granting a 15 cents an 
hour wage inaease to all hourly em- 
ployes, Allen claims the increase makes 
Boeing personnel the best paid aircraft 
workers in the world. At present the 
boost affects about 1000 workers, but 


CoDvair Changes 

Harry Woodhead has been 
elected voce chairman of the board 
of Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
Corp. He resigned as president 
to take the new position. Floyd 
B, Odium, chairman of the board, 
becomes president for an interim 
period, with indications that the 
post eventually will be taken by 
La Motte Cohu, who resigned 
recently as president of T\VA. 

L. W, Miller succeeds V. C, 
Schorlemmcr as vice president in 
charge of finance. Schorlemmcr 
resigned because of ill health. 
Miller formerly was vice presi- 
dent and treasurer and member 
of the board of Northeast Air- 

A net loss of $2,765,918 for 
the first quartet of the 1948 fiscal 
vear, ended Feb. 29, was reported 
bv the corporation. 


would apply to all union members 
slioiild tliey all decide to return to tlieir 
respective jobs. 

I'he union demands a 30-cent in- 
crease, 10 paid holidays and retention 
of tive existing strong seniority clause. 
To this Allen says the 1 5 cents is the 
"maximum we can pay and still be 
competitive” and the company must 
have a “modified seniority system to 
build an efficient working organization.” 

S2, 500,000 Overhaul 
Contract for TEMCO 

.•\ir Force contracts for overhaul have 
been long anticipated by independent 
maintenance organizations- The first of 
these to be made public is a $2,500,000 
contract for C-54 overhaul awarded to 
Texas Engineering and Manufacturing 
Co. Other bidders were Douglas Air- 
craft Co., Lockheed Aircraft Corp- 
Grand Central Aircraft Service and 
Aviation Maintenance Corp. 

► 45 Transports- The military contract 
covers complete overhaul of 45 trans- 
ports, and will probably extend into 
\farch, 1949, 

Notification of the contract award by 
the Air Materiel Command at Wright 
Field brought an announcement from 
TEMCO that it would immediately 
hire 500 employes in order to speed 
work on the program which begins next 


month. The company now employs 
1500, 

► Coruplete Overhaul— AAF will start 
delivery of the C-54s to the Dallas com- 
pany on June 1- Return deliveries of 
the overhauled ships will begin in Aug- 
ust, Overhaul includes the sealing of 
integral fuel tanks, engine changes and 
complete final assembly operations con- 
cluding with flight testing of the planes 
by TEMCO. 

The company is currently modifying 
Martin 2-0-2s for Northwest Airlines 
and is continuing an aircraft overhaul 
program contracted with the Brazilian 
government. 

Personal Plane Exports 

Twelve personal aircraft companies 
exported 74 aircraft valued at $365,432 
for the month of April, it is announced 
by Airaaft Industries Associah'on. 

Thc totals represent 10 percent of pro- 
duction and 13.3 percent of dollar val- 
ues for these companies, as compared 
with 47 planes, or 7.1 percent of all 
production, valued at $227,451 for the 
previous month, when dolEr value was 
9.7 percent of total output. 

Greatest importer was Brazil which 
received 21 aircraft valued at 5102.039. 
Canada was second, receiving 19 air- 
craft valued at $57,560. 

Other importers; South Africa, seven; 
Mexico, five; Argentina, French Indo- 
china. four; Chile, Cuba, three; Switz- 
erland. Uruguay, two; Colombia, Haiti, 
Indi.i. Netherlands West Indies, one 
each respectively. 

Wright Averts Strike 

Wright Aeronautical Corp.'s threat- 
ened walkout of 1400 white-collar work- 
ers was averted last week when union 
and company officials signed a contract 
granting employes a 10-cent-per-hr. in- 
crease. retroactive to Mar. 8 and ter- 
minating Sept. 8, 1949. 

Settlement gives a gain of $600,000 
to the workers, members of the Engi- 
neer and Salaried Employes Association, 
Local 300, UAW-CIO. Starting wages 
range from $42 for mail clerks to 
$115-20 for design and layout men- 
Average pav is estimated at $1.73 per 
hr. 

Lockheed, lAM Negotiate 

Wage increase agreements, including 
a proposal which provides a five cent 
increase for hourly employes, have been 
reached between negotiating commit- 
tees for the Lockheed .Aircraft Corp., 
and Lodge 727, International Associa- 
tion of Machinists. 

The agreements will be voted on by 
lAM membership on or before June 1. 
If approved, thev will be retroactive to 
May 10. 
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APPROACH TO ARCATA Landing Aids Experimental Station s«tems. Most easily seen aie the AGA fnnnel system (extreme 

probably has mote lights tbao any other in the world. The forest left and right) and CAA’s slope-line system, appearing as dark 

of poles under the DC-3 marks five Afferent types of lights or diagonal sEasbe inside the AOA lights. 


What’s Ahead for Airport Lighting 

Efforts to improve visual aids to bad-weather landings have 
produced several different systems and plenty of controversy. 


By A\illiaiii Kroger 

Lighting an airport used to be simple 
—a few boundary markets and flood- 
lights to illuminate the landing area, It 
isn’t any mote (except for small fields). 
Proper lighting of airport runways and 
their approaches now comes close to be- 
ing a science— as yet generally unrecog- 

Since the early da\s of flying, pilots 
have gone astray looking for airports on 
smog^ days and murky nights; yet as 
recently as the first war years the Air 
Force insisted approach lights were un- 
necessary. Still more recently— little 
more than a year ago— airline pilots cre- 
ated a furor in the Senate safety inves- 
tigation by injecting into the instru- 
ment landing system controversy urgent 
pleas for more and better lights. 

Even today, with civilian airport con- 
struction reaching a new peak, the na- 
tion's largest supplier of airport lighting 
equipment reports that few airport engi- 
neers and designers bother to get ad- 
vance information on runwav and ap- 


proach lighting for their planning. 
► Industry-wide Problem— For best ap- 
proach scheme, lighting engineers say 
they need an assist from three other 
sources— aircraft designers, airport engi- 
neers and city planners. 

• The aircraft designer's role is cockpit 
re-arrangement in transports so the pilot 
looks down at a sharper angle and can 
see more lights. 

• Job of the airport engineers is more 
immediate. Lighting experts have two 
major faults with today's airport layouts; 
One, runways are getting too wide (they 
consider 200 ft. a good width. 300 ft. 
too much. Under very bad conditions 
a pilot following a line of lights extend- 
ing from one edge of a runway cannot 
see lights on the other side of a wide 
runway. Two, the beginning of nearly 
every runway is intersected by a taxiway; 
the gap between the first runway lights 
and the threshold lights is just wide 
enough to be confusing when visibility 
is very poor. 

• Concern of citv planners is to have 
the airport aoned so there will be no 


difficulty in running approach lights out 
several thousand feet. 

These factors highlight some of the 
intricacies of a slowly developing phil- 
osophy on approach lighting, compli- 
cated by a lack of full understanding 
of its nature, and its involvement in 
governmental policy and planning. 

Runway lighting, in contrast, is more 
static. The technology is better known; 
argument arises more from a basis of 
competitive merchandising than from 
any unsettled dispute over the method 
of lighting. 

► Runway Lights— Practicallv all runway 
lights being installed now— and those 
installed in the past few vears— are 
spaced 200 feet apart on eaeJi side of 
tne runway and are raised 20 to 36 
inches off the ground. They all east a 
whitish light and have five degrees of 
brightness: 100. 50, 30, 10. and 1 per- 
cent. Their intensity varies, although 
all are high intensify (30,000 cp. or 
greater at peak), and the coverage of 
the beams differ. 

Principal manufacturers of runway 
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The flying Red Horse! 


Ic’s die trademark of an 82-year-old leader in petroleum 
—pioneer ofclieHoudry Process of Catalytic Cracking, 
the TCC Process of continuous refining, the sensa- 
lionai "Magic Bead" catalyst — developments that 
lielped make modem super aviation fuels possible! 
It's a Sign private plane owners and commercial oper- 
ators look for with confidence — fnd at more U.S. 
airports tlian any otlier oil company trademark . . . ovtr 


1000 siralegiially luctiud airfiiUls display i: Coasl-ta-Oiast! 
And today, as aviation advances into the age of super- 
sonic speeds and jet propulsion, it's a Sign engineets 
can look to for continued leadership in fuel and lubri- 
cant development. Our vast research laboratories are 
constandy at work — finding new and better ways to 
meet aviation’s ever-increasing demands from petro- 
leum and the Flying Red Horse! 


SERVES EVERY BRANCH OF AMERICA’S AIR INDUSTRY! 
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TNEWS 


^elipse- 

^ioneer 





A complete range of 


AIRCRAFT INVERTERS 


from 6 VA to 2,000 VA 


Wlit-ther il’« a-c power for a sin^clr remote indicaliDg 
functioD or for a complete complement of electrical 
devicea, there'* an Eclipse'Piooecr* Aircraft Inverter 
for almost every purpose— an Inverter that’s available 
to meet your present requirements. Aud in addition, 
for your future needs, other types with outputs as high 
as 5000 VA are even now being developed. For com- 
plete detailed information on Eclipse-Pioneer Inverters, 
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PERSPECTIVE— Willi plane on ptopor glide |iaUi, leit shows toward same point. Approach lights on right could be cither 

perspectire when lights are level and parallel and all "vanish" tunneled toward runway or mounted downward over an ohstacle. 


lights arc; Crouse-Hinds, \\'estiiig- 
liouse. Revere Electric, .American Gas 
Accumulator (marketed by General 
Electric) and Line Material Co. Line 
Material manutactures and sells lights 
developed by J. B. Bartow, the pioneer 
airport lighting specialist. Bartow devel- 
oped, and L-.\l sold the principle of 
cievated runway lights (although the 
Air Force at first insisted 26-in.-high 
lights were a menace). L-M produced 
about 40,000 such lights during the 
war and last year installed all but one 
of the runway lighting systems put on 
commercial fields. 

► Bartow’s Control-Bartow also devel- 
oped, but too late for wartime use, the 
controllable-beam light. I'his is tlie 
backbone of his lighting philosophy for 
both runway and approach. It is the 
controllable-beam feature that sets the 
Bartow light apart and gives L-M its 
principal selling point— and its competi- 
tors meir main point of attack- For 
L-M claims better results with less 
candlepower than used by some of its 
competitors. 

Other lights ate fixed-focus and per- 
manently coned-in several degrees to- 
ward the runway centerline. The inten- 
sity is controlled to meet varying atmos- 
pheric conditions. The Bartow light has 
intensity control, and also a synchro- 
nized adjustment of the beam of each 
light from a master panel in the tower. 
Purpose is to combat glare and halo, 
b Glare and Halo-^tdinarily, the 
higher the intensity of any lignt, the 
greater the possibility of glare. And 
when there ate several lights in a row, 
each of equal intensity, the brightness 
of the nearest one tends to diminish 
the effectiveness of the lights farther 
away. Halo effect occurs when there are 
rain, snow, fog or dust particles in the 
atmosphere, so that a beam of light 
which ordinarily would not be inter- 
cepted by the eye is reflected and re- 
fracted. Instead of a clear-cut sharp 
beam, the light source then appears 
as a great fuzzy blob. It obscures any 
lights behind it. 

The AGA, Westinghouse, Revere, 
and Crouse-Hinds lights all cast wide 
swaths across the runway. One argu- 
ment for this is that aircraft do not 
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always approacli along the centerline 
of the runway or in the ideal glide path. 
The Air Force has endorsed the wide 
beam type of light. Disadvantage of 
the wide beam is that it makes glare 
and halo more probable. USAF says 
that because of the advantage of the 
wide beam, any glare is "tolerable," or 
a "necessary evil," 

L-M's view is that glare is never 
tolerable when it can be eliminated, 
and it is convinced that Bartow's con- 
trollable-beam light does just that. Al- 
though the Bartow light peaks at 180,- 
000 cp. (higher than most of its com- 
petitors), the lens of each light is so 
formed that it casts a narrow beam 
angled to reach a certain point on the 
centerline of the runway at a given 
intensity- Result is that the pilot sees 
every light at the same intensity all 
down the runway. 

The Bartow lens, made by Coming 
Glass, utilizes the principle that light 
travels faster through air than through 
glass. Mathematically-calculated prisms 
slow down and "bend” part of the light 
to concentrate it into the narrow beam. 
The intensity is the same in both direc- 
tions along the runway, and the prisms 
permit lesser intensity light to pass 
through to the runw^ and off-runway 
sides, giving the light 360 deg. coverage. 

► Allard's Law— Penetration of li^t 
through bad atmospheric conditions is 
solely a matter of intensity. TTiis is 
based on two principles of physics, the 
inverse-square law and its complemen- 
tary formula, Allard's law. 

'^'he inverse-square law is merely that 
in a vacuum one candlepower will il- 
luminate a surhee one foot away to 
the extent of one foot-candle, but will 
illuminate a surface three feet away 
with only one-ninth foot-candle (candle- 
power Or the source divided by square 
of the distance). 

Allard’s law takes into consideration 
that the atmosphere, not being a vac- 
uum, contains particles that cut down 
light penetration. This fact is coupled 
with the inverse-square law to give a 
formula for determining how much 
light is left after penetrating atmosphere 
of various conditions- 

► Light Transmission— As a simple ex- 


ample, assume a light of 100,000 cp. is 
tu penetrate a moderate fog that has a 
transmission factor of 10 lor each 100 
ft, (wQI permit 10 percent of the resid- 
ual light through each 100 ft. of fog). 
The light is to be visible 300 ft. away. 
According to the inverse-square law, 
the light would appear as only l.ll 
foot-candle 300 ft. away even if no fog 
were present. With the fog, the light 
loses an additional 90 percent of its in- 
tensity for each 100 ft. it travels. Re- 
sult: a source of 100,000 cp. will appear 
300 ft. away through moderate tog as 
only .0111 cp. 

By using Allard’s law and setting 
transmission factor values for various 
atmospheric conditions, lighting engi- 
neers can calculate the source candle- 
power required to penetrate a given 
number ot feet (see chart, page 22). 

The application of the inverse-square 
law and Allard's formula in runway 
lighting is that as visibility decreases, 
the maximum penetration of the light 
will decrease until the beam no longer 
reaches tlie centerline of the runway. 
Commonest method of meeting this 
difficult is to increase the candlepower 
at the source for greater penetration. 

The lamp for the Bartow light, how- 
ever, travels along a small track inside 
the double lens. 'I'his is (lie controllable 
feature, permitting the tower operator 
to "toe-in" the light as visibility lessens. 
In effect, rather than trying to get 
deeper penetration, this toeing-in proc- 
ess cuts down the distance between 
the Ikht and the centerline, that is, 
cuts down the distance that has to be 
penetrated. The Bartow light also has 
the five degrees of intensity so intensity 
can be increased if necessary as the 
lights ate coned in. 

In effect, the difference between 
L-M-Bartow and the remainder of the 
lighting fraternity can be capsuled to 
brute force (higher intensity for pene- 
tration) vs. agility (controlled beam). 
This also is at issue in approach light- 
ing, plus some idea that lack Bartow has 
worked out over 1 5 years of studying 
lighting. 

► Approach-Approach ligliting of a 
sort has been used for a number of 
years, generally consisting of a short 
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double row of red lights along the ton- 
way extension lines. But with the ef- 
forts'to attain mote reliability and safer 
instrument approaches, those few lights 
were acknowledged to be insufficient. 
N'ext step was to decide what would 
be better. 

.\pproaeh lights do not coinprise a 
bad-weather landing sssteiii. They arc 
only one unit of such a system that 
must also include nidio or electronic ap- 
proach aids. But their role in afl- 
weatlier landing is nicely catalogued in a 
statement by Lt. Col. Patrick R. Arnold, 
\'eletan commercial and A,\F pilot; "In 
more than 700 instrument approaches 
in the Alciih'ans, 1 have never made 
an instrament landing, yet many of 
these landings were made at the time 
of official 0/0 weather reports." 

In other words. Arnold spotted the 
approach lights far enough out to make 
a \isual landing. 'I’he customary phil- 


osopli)' in tackling approach lighting is 
to increase the visibility of tbe lights. 
'Ihat means higher intensity all the 
time and has le^ to the design of very 
powerful lights carried out hi enough 
(generally to the inner marker beacon) 
to orient the pilot in ample time for 
him to line up with the runway. 

► ^^'estinghouse— Tlie two most power- 
ful lighting systems being tested prob- 
ably arc those of Westinghouse and 
Sylvania. 'ITiey have one thing in com- 
mon; they use steady-biiming and 
flashing lights- The flasfiers send a ter- 
rific burst of light for a fraction of ;i 
.second. Westinghouse claims its Kryp- 
ton Hasher gives forth a blast the 
equivalent of 3,300,000,000 cp. Svl- 
vania's Strobcacor. flasher unit is said 
to flash at about 8,000,000 cp, 
W'estinghouse employs alternate 
flashers and steady-burning lights, 72 
in all, along the runway centerline ex- 


tension from 5225 ft. to the threshold 
lights. Tlic so-callcd "blaze" lights 
(whicli also can flash as high as 10,000,- 
000 cp.) produce a beam of 100, 1000 
or 10,000 cp, The flashers operate in 
sequence beginning es’ery 14 see. Re- 
sult is that for about 3, 1 00 of a second 
there appears to be a brilliant white 
streak pointing toward tire runway. In 
between the flashes, or in conditions not 
restricted enough to require use of the 
flasher, the red neon "blaze" lights 

I’he Westinghouse system has been 
jsartially installed experimentally at 
CIcscland Airport, but nas not been ex- 
tensively tested. 

►Sylvan'ia-The Sylvania light has both 
the flasher and the Steady-burning light 
in one unit— flasher in the center of four 
neon bats. The lights are installed in a 
row 2800 ft, out from the end of tlie 
runway and in a line jiarallel to the 
runway centerline. Like the NVesting- 
house installation, they ate spaced close 
together at the outer end. and farther 
apart toward the runway. Half of the 
-18 units have the flasher tube, the 
others do not. .-\lso like the \l'esting- 
house, tlic Strobeacon flpslies in se- 
quence so that a dart of intense white 
light points out tlie runway. 

A com|slcte set of Syh aniii lights has 
l>een installed by the Air Transport 
.\ 550 ciatio 11 for testing purposes at the 
approach to one runway at Newark 
airport. Ihe install.ition was finished 
early this year. It has been used many 
times by pilots on regular passenger 
runs and reports are very fa;-otable. 

The flasher-type lighting installation 
nas bom nut of the desire to use ex- 
tremely high intensity to get penetra- 
tion without serious glare. The theory 
is that the lights are not on long enough 
to blind or confuse the pilot- But to 
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XVcstmghoiisc appinach light. 

some experts, this very thing renders 
tlieni insufficient. 

The value of approach ligiils, this 
argument runs, is that they give the 
pilot -a "fix" on the runway. To do this, 
they must be continualiy lighted. W'heii 
the pilot first picks up the tights, he 
should bo able to follon' them in and 
make a visual approach. In other words, 
after lie has spotted the lights, he 
should be able to go off instraments. 

Biit to make a proper approach with- 
out shifting his eyes from lights to in- 
struments, the pilot must have some 
guide to his flight attitude and glide 
path. To give that guide, there hast 
been several ingenious systems devel- 

► American Gas Accumulator— .\G.\. 
for instance, proposes a row of red 
lights on each side of the approach 
patli. 'Ihese arc arranged in the shape 
of a funnel, with its mouth farthest 
from the beginning of the runway. The 
theory here is that the pilot will see 
both rows of lights and tlicy will "fun- 
nel'' him in to the runway. He is 
supposed to be able to retain proper 
flight attitude and glide path bv center- 
ing on tlie rows of lights. 

A more complicated system is spon- 
sored by C.^A. Known as tlie "slope- 
line” approach, it utilizes 29 units 011 
each side of the approach zone center- 
line, Each unit is eight feet long ami 
is mounted with the outside end near- 
est the ground so that it makes a -15 
deg, angle with the horizontal. 'I'hesc 
units also are fuunellcd. and arranged 
so that if any pair (facing across tlic 
approach zone) were extended, the ex- 
tensions would intersect along the 
proper glide path. 

■The result is that it a pilot is making 
a proper approach he sees onlv two 
straight lines of lights, one on each side 


Sylvania approach light. 



0 ,’ the approach zone. If he is off the 
jiroper glide path, either in azimuth or 
elcvation^hc lights appear individually 
•it different angles. 

This system, as well as the AGA fun- 
nel lights and the Bartow multi-row 
.ipproach light system, art all installed 
,it the l.aneTiiig Aids Experimental Sta- 
tions. .Areata, Calif., which is operated 
jointly for CA.\, Air Force and Navy. 

► Perspective Tlicory— The B.irtow sys- 
tem also is installed at the Nary’s test- 
ing center at Patuxent, Md„ and has 
.iroused considerable Navy support- Jack 
Bartow designed his system on the basis 
of one simple belief; every landing-in 
rood weather and bad. and whether the 
pilot realizes it or not— is made bv per- 


•spcctive. Perspective, invaluable to 
ciraughtsmen, is the phenomenon that 
all level and parallet lines appear to 
the eye to retreat or "ranish" toward 
a common point. 

In making a landing, the edges of 
the runway appear as lines converging 
in the distance. The pilot uses these 
lines to establish his ground plane and 
as long as he knows they are level and 
parallel, can maintain proper attitude 
and glide path in relation to the lines. 

In his approach lighting system (also 
manufactured and sold by L-M), Bar- 
tow attempts to prolong, in effect, con- 
tact flight. He insists that approach 
lights must be arranged in level, parallel 
rows in lines with the runway lights. 
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beam,” look smart and 
comment among 
customers. With 

designed and specially 
usage, it’s easier to keep your 
the beam” longer. This durable, lightweight 
fabric is made of the finest wools and worsteds, 
closely woven to present a smooth, beautifiil appearance. 
Because Bridgeport is a flat fabric, the surface is soft 
and comfortable, yet highly resistant to fire, stains and 
dirt. Bridgeport Aircraft Fabric can be supplied in any 
color you choose to fit tastefully with other interior 
appointments. What’s more, it’s as much as 
20% faster to install because of unusual 
stretching and sewing characteristics. 

For free samples of this 
extremely lightweight, 
long-wearing fabric, 
write to Bridgeport 
Fabrics, Inc., 

Bridgeport, Conn. 


FABRICS^INC. 


BRIDGEPORT 


CONNECTICUT 


Only ill tliis way, lie says, can a pilot 
obtain proper perspective. If, in ex- 
tremely bad visibility, a pilot can see 
only tnree or four pairs or lights, they 
will still converge toward the same point 
as the edges ot the runway— if they are 
laid out in level, parallel rows. 

Bartow claims a pilot cannot obtain 
perspective from seeing three or four 
lights of a single tow. NVeakness of the 
funnel system, he says, is that the van- 
ishing point of tlie lines formed by tlic 
approach lights is diSerent than tUi. 
vanishing point of the lines formed bv 
the runway lights, 

► Mulli-row-Bartow now proposes sev- 
eral tows of level, parallel lights on each 
side of the approach zone. The exact 
number of tows and arrangement is sdll 
subject to further testing, but the sys- 
tem as in use at Patuxent and Areata 
is: four rows on each side for 1000 ft. 
inward of the inner marking beacon; 
three rows for another thousand feet, 
two rows for another thousand feet; 
single tow on each side from there to 
the runway. The right-hand tows of 
hghts are green, the left-hand light'- 
r^, 

Purpose of this arrangement is to 
provide extended coverage under con- 
ditions of extremely poor visibility. As 
disclosed in motion pictures taken dur- 
ing approaches of a Navy plane at 
Patuxent with a ceiling of 20(J ft. and 
visibility one-eighth mile, only three 
lights at a time could be seen. During 
several of the approaches the pilot was 
so far off the centerline as he entered 
the approach zone that due to low 
visibility he could not see the lights 
on the other side of the zone. Because 
of the multiple rows and their colors, 
the pilot could tell whether he was to 
the tight ot left of the runway, and 
approximately how far o9 center. 

(At Patuxent, the Bartow lights used 
are the controllable beam runway type. 
The Areata installation is L-M*s new 
approach light, peaking at >00,000 cp.) 

► bJew System— For the time being, at 
least, it appears that the opposing 
merits of the Bartow multi-row, the 
funnel, the slope-line, and the flashers 
will be limited to arguments at Aicata 
and other experimental stations, All 
users concerned tentatively have agreed 
on a standardized approach lighting sys- 
tem— and none of the systems described 
above fills the bill. 

After disagreement on the proper 
kind of approach lights became obvious 
last year, an intensive invcstigab'on was 
undertaken bv a 12-man committee ap- 
pointed by the Aeronautical Board, It 
consisted of representatives of CAA, 
CAB, the Air Force, Navy, Air Line 
Pilots Association and the Air Trans- 
port Association. 

TTiis committee studied the prob- 
lem, and members flew the lights at 
Newark, Areata and other places. Its re- 
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Line Material (Bartow) runwav light. 


port recommended a single row of red 
tights placed along the left-hand side of 
the approach zone. This will be the 
system used commercially and installed 
with CAA funds (CAA in the fiscal 
1949 budget has asked for money to put 
in 39 sets). Tlie military system will 
be the red row on the left, plus an 
orange row on the right-hand side. 

The services decided to supplement 
the red row with the orange row be- 
cause their pilots have a lower level of 
experience than the airline pilots. If 
later the commercial system does not 
seem to be working out, it can be 
changed by the addition of the other 
row. This would then furnish the basis 
for a perspectiie and answer one criti- 
cism of the single red row. 

But some airport lighting authorities 
have another complaint. It is the use of 
red lights. Thev make the point that 
red around an airport commonly is used 


Westinghmise runway light. 


to indicate danger, as in obstruction 
markers, 

► Color Penetration— This fact was con- 
sidered by the lighting committee. It 
gave thought to five different colors: 
yellow, green, white, blue and red. The 
decision was based on two factors: effi- 
ciency of the colors, and their present 
uses. Efficiency in one respect is not a 
matter of color. All colors penetrate fog 
equally, Degree of penetration, again, 
is a matter of candfepower. However, 
there is a loss of candlepower when 
the beam passes through the colored 
filter. The loss is smallest in passing 
through a clear lens, greatest in passing 
through a blue filter. Next to a cleat 
lens come yellow, red and green. 

Clear lights were discarded because 
they are used on the first two-thirds of 
the runwav, for boundarv lights, and be- 
cause they might be confused with 
street lights. Yellow was discarded be- 



ACA ninway light. 


cause this color now is used for warning 
zones and is too similar to sodium 
street lights. Green was turned down 
because it is used in rotating beacons 
and threshold lights. This left ted and 
this color was chosen despite its use also 
in obstruction markers. The committee 
decided that since there would be a 
long row of red lights and the pilot 
would be making an instrument ap- 
proach within fairlv precise limits there 
was little danger of confusion. 

There the approach lighting situa- 
tion rests-at least for a while. In line 
with the committee recommendations. 
CAA has ordered from AGA red Itehts 
to be installed in a single row at Wash- 
ington and Los Angeles, There will be 
other contracts of this type, possibly 
with other manufacturers. But while 
taking the business, none is giving up 
advocaev of its own particular type of 

approach light. 


Wind Tunnel Optics 
Symposium Held 

The first symposium on wind tun- 
nel optics, a new field concerned with 
wind tunnel instrumentation with par- 
ticular application to those operating at 
supersonic velocities, was sponsored re- 
cently by tl'e National Bureau of 
Standard,'; under the technical direction 
of Dr, 1. C. Gardner, Optical Instru- 
ments Section, and H. C. ftahner, Glass 
Section Representatives of the services 
and government agencies concerned 
with the problem directly and through 
research contracts attended the informal 
program. 

Usefulness of optics as a wind tun- 
nel tool arises from the principle that 
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the density of a compressible fluid is 
an index to its velocity. By measuring 
the changes in the index of refraction 
of the air moving in a wind tunnel 
created by pressure changes, a qualita- 
tive measure of its velocity may be 
determined. These pressure changes 
mav be made visible through the use 
of interferometry or schlieren apparatus, 
and it is this field of refractometry that 
has been termed "wind tunnel optics,” 
► New Field— In the design, construc- 
tion and use of such equipment, the 
well-established principles of optics are 
used, but the size of the equipment and 
the degree of accuraev required com- 
prise an almost fresh field for the optical 
engineer and the glass maker. The 
symposium developed an exchange of 
information on the technique involved 


in the production of large discs, win- 
dows and mirrors of high-order accuracy 
in which optica! heterogeneities arc 
reduced to a minimum through casting 
and other methods. 

One of the new refractometric meth- 
ods disclosed during the discussions was 
the production of fringes through the 
use of heterochromatic light, which 
promises a broad new field of develop- 
ment both in the production ot the 
equipment and in the analysis of the 
liel’f patterns produced by the wind 
tunnel flow around test models. 

.Although this first symposium was 
cemfined to government agencies, fu- 
ture meetings are planned at the Bu- 
reau of Standards to which interested 
government contractors and civilian 
groups will be invited. 


ENGINEERING-PRODOCTION 25 



1 

GREER HVDRRUIICS Inc. 



4S4 EIGHIECKTH ST., BROOKIVN IS. N. Y. 









jnneriT 



*«rf 



A NEW SOURCE OF REVENUE 


AVIATION WEEK, May 31, 1948 


NEW AVIATION PRODUCTS 



Circuit Tester 

Seen as an aid to service technicians, 
maintenance engineers, production in- 
spectors. and trouble shooters is new 
pocket-size wide-range circuit tester, 
series 40, made by Precision Apparatus 
Co., 92-27 Horace Harding Blvd., Elm- 
hurst, L. I., N. Y. Self-contained unit 
affords 31 a.c.-d-c. ranges to 6000v., 
600 ma.. 70 db., and 5 megohms. Me- 
ter has sensitivity of 400 microamperes, 
and rotary range selection permits two 
pin jacks to serve all standard func- 
tions. Multiplier and shunt resistors are 
claimed accurate to 1 percent. Set has 
following ranges: six a.c.-d.c. and out- 
put voltage (all at 1000 ohms per volt), 
0-3-12-60-300-1200-6000v; 4 d.c. cur- 
rent, 0-6-6-60-600 ma.; 3 resistance (with 
self-contained batteries), 0-5000-500,- 
000 and 0-5 megohms; and 6 decibel 
from —22 to 4-70. 



ScK-Lockiog Filer 


Aid to aircraft maintenance is new 
self-locking plier made by Ross Man- 
ufacturing Co., 300 Montgomery St., 
San Francisco, Calif. Through medal 
cam action, mechanism gives high cut- 
ting force claimed to have power ratio 


of 75-1. Designed to lock up to 11/16 
in. at deepest jaw serrations, plier is 
said to strip object before relaxing grip. 

Coaxial Switchee 

For monitoring and remote control 
of radio and radar equipment are newly 
developed coaxial switenes made by De- 
signers for Industry. Inc., 2915 Detroit 
Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. Type C has 
VSWR less than 1.25:1 to 6000 me.; 
less than 1.8:1 to 10,000 me. Unit is 
single circuit, two position (SPDT) 
device for use with RG-8/U cable. Type 
D is fully automatic switch, rotated to 
positive position by remote selector. 
It is single circuit, six position (SP6T) 
unit also for use with same cable. Type 
Y has applications where power han- 
dling is a factor. Unit is single circuit, 
two position (SPDT) switch, suitable 
for use with RG-17/U cable. Im- 
pedance for all types is 52 ohms. 



Trim-Tah Control Switch 

Centralized, finger-tip control, TC- 
58-P master switch, for aircraft trim- 
tab system, is offered by General Con- 
trol Co,. 1200 Soldiers Field Rd., Bos- 
ton, Mass. Two levers actuate six 
switches governing forward and reverse 
fields of three electrical thrust motors 
which operate aileron, elevator, and 
rudder trim tabs. Four-position toggle 
lever actuates snap-action switches to 
control two motors providing trim for 
nose up, nose down, left wing down, 
and right wing down. Two position 
lever at top of unit energizes rudder 
trim tab motor for nose left and nose 
right trim. Snap-action switches, han- 
dling 10-amp., non-inductive load at 
24v. d.c., afford quick make and break 
for positive d.c, switching no matter 
how slowly control lever is moved. En- 
tire control unit is contained 3H x 3 t% 
X 3i-in. housing, AN connector is 



Rerlucca Joint Friction 

New center block, claimed to mini- 
mize frictional heat in universal joints 
from 4 to 4-in. o.d., has shallow grooves 
on each bearing surface, creating 16 
small areas instead of four larger ones. 
Grooves are intended to reduce size of 
areas subjected to friction by causing 
more even distribution of wear, in- 
creased lubrication, and more uniform 
and rapid dissipation of beat. Maker is 
Curtis Universal Joint Co., Springfield, 


Information Tips 



Bulletins 27 snd 28 Issued by Aiuerlcun 
Ventllstlnc Hose Co., IS Park Row, N. V., 
In sircratt Industry, 'hoss and Installation 


RnBlncerloy Photossanhie Aids 



anaJysls of projection papers for us« with 
enlaraers or process camsras. Data on 
contact paper for photocopying and engi- 
neering reproduction are ottered In third. 





AVIATION WEEK, May 31, 1948 


ENGINEERINC-PRODUCTION 


27 



con&u>€- ! 


in the fuselage and wings of 
each B<36 super-bomber are over 100 
tough electric “muscles’’ called actuators. 
To set in motion trim tabs, bomb bay doors, 
and dozens of other moving parts on most mili- 
tary and commercial aircraft, pilots simply touch 
controls— AiRese arch actuators instantly do the rest ! 

Miracles of precision, the tiny motors of 
AiResearch actuators are among the very few types 
in the world capable of passing rigid military speci- 
fication AN-M-lOa. Other laboratory tests require 
AiResearch actuators to operate continuously for 
over 6,000 hours. AiRescarcIi makes both linear 
and torque actuators (AC and DC). They are 
famous for highest performance . , , longest life. 

The unique engineering skills developed in 
creating hundreds of types of actuators — as 


well as the extensive laboratories used in test- 
ing such equipment — are now available to you. 

AiResearch tiesign and research engineers 
will welcome the opportunity to tackle your 
toughest specialized problems involving high- 
speed-wheels; turbines and compressors, 
actuators with high-speed rotors, air, gas and 
fluid heat exchangers, air pressure, temperature 
and other automatic controls. 

For further information, write: AiResearch Manu- 
facturing Company, Los Angeles 45, California. 
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SALES & SERVICE 


States Likely to Police Air Safety 

Feileral, state and industry representatives favor 
Congressional action to delegate enforcement power. 


By Alexander MeSurely 

State enforcement of federal aviation 
safety regulations seems likely to get 
Congressional authorization on a basis 
of early analysis of hearings on II. R. 
6147 and S. 2452, duplicate bills non- 
in committee, which would provide for 
such authorization. 

Supported by the powerful Congres- 
sional Air Policy Board as one of the 
planks in the Board's platform for go\ - 
emment action to aid aviation, the pro- 
posed legislation Found support in prin- 
ciple also from CAB. CAA and Personal 
Aircraft Council supported it with ad- 
ditional reservations, and Air Transport 
Association proposed "an important 
amendment" to provide for unifonn 
economic regulation of all air carriers 
under a single federal agency. National 
Association of State Aviation Officials 
approved the principle of state regula- 
tion but asked for greater state authority 
than the bills would provide. 

► Proposed Bills— Bills proposed amend- 
ing Civil Aeronautics Act of 1938 to 
permit state courts to suspend airman 
certificates for violation of ait traffic 
rules promulgated by CAB, not mote 
than 30 days, with opportunity for hear- 
ing before expiration of that period. 
They would also permit state court Or 
agency suspension of airworthiness cer- 
tificate, airman certificate or ait agency 
certificate for violations of CAB regula- 
tions for six months, after notice and 
opportunity for hearing. 

Bills provide that when anv action 
is commenced in a state court or 
agency, a copy of the complaint would 
be filed with CAB, and a copy of final 
judgment in the action also «-ould be 
entered with CAB. 

A further provision states tliat "no 
state, territory or possession of the 
U, S. or political subdivision thereof, 
shall without consent of Congress- 
impose upon any person anv proliibi- 
tion or requirement whicli relates to 
the same subject matter as any provi- 
sion of Title VI of this act." (Title 
VI gives authorization for federal regu- 
lation of aeronautical safety, to the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority ’ (CAA and 
CAB). 

► CAB Testimony— One of the most 
significant statements in hearings, sup- 


porting tire granting of state enforce- 
ment powers was mat of Emory T. 
Nunneley, Jr,, general counsel of CAB. 
Nunneley frankly warned that despite 
efforts oi CAA and CAB a backlog of 
safety cases which is carried over from 
year to year, is steadily increasing. 

"During fiscal year 1946,” he re- 
ported, “428 complaints seeking sus- 
pension or revocation of safety certifi- 
cates were filed with the Board by the 
Administrator. In fiscal year 1947, 881 
such cases were tiled and for the first 
nine months of fiscal 1948, 660 were 
filed. Despite the fact that the number 
of sucli cases disposed of each year in- 
creased from an annual rate of 300 in 
fiscal 1945 to 760 in the current fiscal 
year, the backlog of such cases pending 
before the Board has increased from 
94 on July 1, 1945 to 707 at Mar. 31, 
1948. As can readily be seen, this is 
^proximately one year’s work for the 
Board's present staff of safety hearing 
e.xaminers. 

► Officers Reluctance— “Finally tlicrc is 
rea.son to believe that there mav be re- 
luctance on the part of the enforcement 
officers to institute suspension and revo- 
cation proceedings in face of the size 
of the backlog and the period of time 
during which the complaint will be 
hanging over the head of the alleged 


violator witli the result that the num- 
ber of suspension and revocation cases 
is less than i-night be received if the 
docket were reasonably current.” 

Nunneley warned that unless an un- 
precedented federal staff expansion takes 
place, the backlog of cases is likely to 
continue to increase further as a result 
of rapid growth of air traffic. Number 
of pilots holding all grades of airman 
certificates has swelled from 22,983 
in 1938. to 455,000 in 1947. Number 
of certificated planes has grown from 
10,814 in 1938 to 93,920 as of June 
30, 1947. 

► Changes Urged — He recommends 
changing maximum suspension allow- 
able to one year to coincide with maxi- 
mum CAB certificate suspension, in- 
stead of the 90 days provided in the 
bills. He expresses doubt that uni- 
formity of state aviation regulation 
action can be obtained through the 
medium of model state aviation laws, 
in view of unfavorable past experience 
witli this method. 

Clarence Cornish, Indiana state aero- 
nautics director and president of 
N.AS.AO, told the House and Senate 
hearings that the states "should have 
a greater voice in the promulgation of 
regulations they are being asked to 
enforce." He objected that the present 
bill had been drafted and presented 
without any consultation with state gov- 
ernment representatives who would 
ultimately have to enforce it. As a 
result questions of venue and jurisdic- 
tional proceedings in state courts and 
agencies have been overlooked. The 
bill as presently written is not accept- 
able. and should be revised into a bill 
drafted by cooperative effort of federal 
and state aeronautical agencies, he con- 
tended. 

►CAA View;-A CAA spokesman ex- 
pressed the Slew that no airman cettili- 
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BRITISH TEST GERMAN SLOWPLANE 


A Sl-hp. captured Gctman ecpcriniental 
piaue capable of apetatiug horn a lauding 
area 22 by 88 yd. in siae ia being tested by 
the British government at the Royal Air- 
craft Establishment. The Zaimkoenig will 
Ay at 31 mph. with full aileron control. 


cates except those with pilot rating 
should be open to state suspension, and 
that foreign pilot certificate should be 
exempt from state action, because of 
international law. Clarification was 
asked as to whether state action would 
be concurrent or would preclude federal 
action. The six months maximum sus- 

E ension provided, would result in vio- 
itors seeking to have cases tried by the 
state, if the state court precluded fed- 
eral action, CAA believes, since federal 
trial might result in a severer sentence. 

While NASAO contended that noti- 
fication of complaints and judgments to 
be filed with CAB, was "cumbersome 
and unworkable in practical applica- 
tion,” the CAA spokesman urged that 
such notification from state authorities 
was necessary to prevent duplication. 

CAA asked further for a clear state- 
ment of the "type of case tryable in 
the state court,” and adoption of safe- 
guards for uniform interpretation of 
CAR in the state courts and uniform 

E enalties, with adequate enforcement 
)r a .state court’s suspension orders in 
other state. 

► CAA Waming-CAA also sounded a 
warning: “Unless there is a clear de- 
mand on the part of the states Bic 
authority granted in the legislation is 
likely to be indifferently e.xereised which 
would be worse than no legislation at 
all.” 

Robert Ramspeck, ATA executive 
vice president, favored adoption of the 
basic bill with an amendment reserving 
to the federal government exclusive 
economic regulation of ait carriers en- 
gaged in interstate air commerce. The 
amendment would prevent interstate 
air carriers from being regulated by both 
the states and federal government, but 
would not affect state regulation of the 
purely intrastate operator, or prevent 
states from regulating interstate air car- 


fiom a helicopter in Aight have demon- 
strated that the outer portion of the wing 
remains unstalled. and lateral control is 
maintained with Aaps up at 3S mph. De- 
sign offers interesting possibilities. 


tiers as tliey regulate other business cor- 
porations. 

Ramspeck warned of economic regu- 
latory powers already vested in state 
regulatory officials in 27 states, not yet 
exercised extensively, but a strong po- 
tential regulatory threat. He a 

need for determination of the extent 
to which state regulations can be ap- 
plied to the intrastate operations of 
interstate air carriers. He cited the 
virtual freedom of railroads from local 
economic regulation, as a pattern which 
should be followed in the case of the 
air carriers as another form of inter- 
state transportation. 

Referring to safety regulation he 
pointed out the multiplicity of exist- 
ing federal aeronautics safety regula- 
tions and urged that Congress should 
not hesitate to reserve to the federal 
government the sole power and duty of 
regulating safety in flight by anyone, 
anywhere in the U. S. However, he 
supported the bill’s provision for state 
enforcement of the federal regulations, 
and approved the bill as a cbrification 
of relationships between state and fed- 
eral governments. 

Joseph T. Geufing, Personal Aircraft 
Council manager (Aircraft Industries 
Association) voiced opposition to the 
right of state courts and agencies to 
suspend certificates, urging that civil 
penalties can be enforced by local au- 
thorities without allowing them to void 
even for a limited period, federal certifi- 
cates. He urged that any state enforce- 
ment of air traffic rules be limited to 
persona] aircraft operation, and warned 
against duplication of penalties and en- 
forcement by state ani3 federal authori- 
ties. State regulation of scheduled and 
non-schedulcd airline operations and 
cargo operations would retard and 
hamper air transportation "to such a 
degree as to be a calamity” he said. 


BalfourRe-electedPresideut 

Capt. Maxwell W. Balfour, director 
of Spartan School of Aeronautics, 
Tulsa, was re-elected president of the 
Aeronautical Training Society at their 
annual membership meeting in Dallas. 

Major C. C. Mosely, vice president, 
and ^Vayne Weishaat, secretary-treas- 
urer. were also re-elected. 

Balfour has been engaged in military 
and civil aviation since World War I. 
His school is known as the world's 
largest aviation technical and flight 

Mosely, president of Cal-Aero Tech- 
nical Institute, Los Angeles, is also a 
veteran Sight school and airport op- 

lleadquarters of the Society con- 
tinues at 1025 Connecticut Avc., 
Washington, D, C,, with Weisbaar in 
charge. 

Named as directors: E. Merritt An- 
derson, Anderson Air Activities, Mil- 
waukee; Hal S. Darr, Monarch Airlines, 
Chicago; William J. Graham, Graham 
Aviation Co., Pittsburgh; William R. 
Kent, Southern Ait Service, Memphis; 
Maj. William F. Loim, Dallas Aviation 
School, Dallas; John G, McKay, Embrv- 
Riddle Company. Miami; Clarence E. 
Page, Page Aviation Services, Okla- 
homa City; Oliver L. Parks, Parks Air- 
craft Sales & Services, East St. Louis, 
111.; Ben T. Smith, Southeastern Air 
Services, Atlanta; Harry S. White, Palo 
Alto Airport Co., Palo Alto. Calif,; 
Capt. Balfour and Maj. Mosely. 

120 Minnesota Markers 

Plans for installation of 120 air mark- 
ers in small Minnesota communities 
have been announced by Leslie L. 
Schroeder, state aeronautics commis- 
sioner. Markers will conform to stand- 
ard CAA specifications except for in- 
clusion of latitude and longitude figures 
which will be added only if CAA funds 
are available to covet the additional 

It is expected the entire project of 
air marking will be completed by 
July 15. 

Wind Damage 

A freak wind storm caused damage 
estimated at $25,000 at Tomah, (Wise.) 
airport. The hangar was tom from 
its concrete moorings and hurled about 
300 feet across a highway, and seven 
small planes were wrecked. Five other 
small planes, outside the hangar at the 
time, were undamaged. A wing of one 
of the wrecked planes was found a quar- 
ter of a mile from the airport. Victor 
Bloye, airport operator, was aloft in his 
plane when the storm struck without 
w.iming. He remained in the air until 
it abated, landing unharmed. 


30 


SALES & SERMCE 


AVIA’HON WEEK. May 31, 194S 


CAA Advisory Committee 
Gets Six New Members 

Six newly appointed members of the 
CAA Non-schedulcd Flying Advisory 
Committee will meet with the com- 
mittee June 15. in Washington. 

The group, named by Fred Lee, 
acting CAA Administrator, includes: 
Leighton Collins, editor of Air Facts, 
New York; Harold Wood, Birming- 
ham automobile dealer; Henry von 
Berg, president of Pathfinder flying 
Service, Stockton, Calif.; Dr. Harvey L. 
Casebeet, petsident of Butte, Mont., 
Chamber « Commerce; J. B. Hartranft, 
jr., general manager. Aircraft Owners 
and Pilots Association, Washington; 
and Prof. Lynn Bollinger, Harvard Uni- 

H^dovet members of the committee 
are: William L. Anderson, Pennsyl- 
vania state aeronautics director; Oliver 

L. Parks, head of Parks Aircraft Sales 
and Service, East St. Louis, 111.; F. L, 
Marsden, Buffalo, N. Y., Aeronautical 
Corp.; William H. Klenke, jr., sales 
manager, Stinson division, Consoli- 
dated-Vultee Aircraft Corp., Wayne, 
Mich.; George E. Haddaway, publisher 
of Southern Flight. Dallas; and Chair- 
man Don Flower, sales manager of 
Cessna Aircraft Corp., Wichita. 

Retiring members are: William A. 
Mara, advertising manager, Bendix Avi- 
ation Corp., Detroit; Harry Pl^ord, 
president, U. S. Airlines, St. Peters- 
burg; Prof. Fred E, Weick, Texas A. Sc 

M, College, College Station, Tex.; and 
Ed. Williamson, Seattle, bearing manu- 
facturer. Richard H. Depew, jr., the 
sixth member, died recently. 

Addition of the new members, Lee 
said, continues to give CAA a strong 
advisory committee with wide repre- 
sentation of various nonsclieduled fly- 
ing interests throughout the country. 

Plane>Fishing 

Most commercial fishing is done 
from boats, which require extensive in- 
vestments and sometimes fairly large 
crews. Their range, too, is limited. 

Clem Simmons of Seattle, Wash., is 
trying a new approach to commercial 
fishing in Alaska this year, using a plane 
instead of a boat. Last year, he used a 
65-hp. J3 Cub, mounted on pontoons, 
and in one day made three trips to the 
cannery, making a total of $96 for the 
day. TTiis year, he has a larger Grum- 
man amphibian with excess equipment 
removed to make room for nets, floats, 
etc. Simmons figures the plane will 
carry more than a ton of fish. 

By using the plane, Simmons is able 
to move from place to place as the fish 
are tunning. With Mrs. Simmons, he 
lands at a likely-looking spot, taxis up 
on the beach, gets out t^e nets and 
seines for salmon. 


BRIEFING FOR DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS 


OFFICE OF AVIATION SAFETY-Re-designation of CAA Safety Regula- 
tion Division as the “Office of .Aviation Safety” and renaming of the division’s 
inspectors as “Agents” is another in a series of pointed indications to CAA men 
in the field that the Washington CAA headquarters wants them to be primarily 
proinolors of aviation rather than policemen. 

“The agent meets the flsing public on the grassroots flying field and the huge 
temrinal airport,” Fred Lee, acting CAA administrator said in announcing the 
change. “Although it is his assignment to see that Civil Air Regi’lations are 
respected, and obeyed, vet 90 percent of his work is in cooperative assistance to 
those who use aviation for pleasure or to whom it is a livelihood. There ate still 
in aviation the few who flv recklessly or operate carelesslv, and it is for these that 
the regulations were written- But the great mass of people in aviation meet the 
Agent as an advisor, friend and guide." 

Lee is right about a number of CAA personnel, but his statement remains an 
ideal rather than an actuality in too many cases. Changing some individuals from 
inspectors to agents may take more than the redesignation. But it is another 
step in the right direction as far as Washington policy is concerned. 

PLANE RENTALS— .Approxiniatelv $75,000 remaining in CAA’s aircraft 
maintenance and operation fund for fiscal 1948 will be available for renting air- 
planes for CAA personnel to use in field trips. A fund of $395,000 is in next 
year's budget for the same purpose. Most of this will be used for lightplane 
rentals, although CAA will continue to operate a limited number of heavier planes 
for specialized purposes, such as checking air navigation. 

Noisy, expensive war surplus advanced trainers with which its field personnel 
have been equipped will be abandoned. Experiences in CAA’s West Coast SixBr 
Region have shown that postwar lightplanes can be rented for less than $12.50 
an hour, while it is estimated that it costs $25 an hour to operate the war surplus 
planes. Plane rentals will be in two categories: I. Planes with payload of pilot, 
passenger and 40 lb. baggage allowance; and 2. Planes with payload of pilot, two 
passcngcr.s and 120 lb. baggage allowance. 

Bids will be taken from operators for rentals, including allowance for mainte- 
nance and repair work to be done by the operators. 

NATIONAL AIR TOUR— Participation in the Second National Air Tour the 
week of July 2 to 9 is expected to exceed that of last year by a goodly margin 
according to informatirin received thus far by United Pilots Sc Mechanics Assra- 
ation. Washington, D. C.. which again is coordinating the state flights. Last year 
30 states arranged tours, some of them cooperative affairs with other states. State 
aeronautics directors are being asked to complete state tour committee appoint- 
ments promptly. 

.AVIATION EDUC.ATION BOOMS-Largest summer aviation education pro- 
gram this country has yet known is projected in a program of summer “aviation 
workshop" courses for teachers in 6^ colleges in 33 states. Link Aviation, Inc. 
reports. AVhile the majority of the courses will be short three-and four-day affairs, 
N. Y. State Tcachcr.s’ College at Cortland is planning a six weeks’ course in Air 
Age Science July 5 to Aug. 13. 

SPIN-STALL ACCIDENT DECLINE-Spio-stall accidents arc declining, 
the CAB accident analysis division reports on the basis of a tabulation of the 
first 1000 non-air carrier accidents of 1948. The comparison is with the first 1000 
accidents of 1947. 

A total of 97 spin-stall accidents was reported for the 1948 gcoiin ns compared 
to 116 for the 1947 group, or a decline of 19 accidents. Of the 97. instructional 
spin-stalls amounted to 28. non-commercial totaled 61. and commercial and 
miscellaneous totaled eight. Drop in fatalities accompanied the decline in spin- 
stall totals. Report showed 31 deaths resulting from spin-stall accidents in the 
1948 accidents analyzed so far. as compared tr> 45 in the first 1000 accidents 
anniwed last year. 

33'hMe additional accident reports will be required to sliow whether the trend 
is maintained, the presumption is that poshvar spin resistant and spinproof air- 
planes and the use of stall warning indicators, are combining to curtail effectively 
some of tire toll which has been taken in the past by this type of accident, (In 
the past two years. Safe Flight Instrument Corp. reports, 4000 airplanes of all 
types have been equipped with that company's stall warning indicator. Com- 
parable data are not asailable on other tvp« of stall indicators.) 

-ALEXANDER MeSURELY 
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Last-Minute Reprieve for TWA 

A CAB award of additional mail pay saves TWA from 
defaulting on sinking fund payments due Equitable. 


Rcpric\'cd by a last minute mail pay 
award from the Civil Aeronautics Board, 
Transcontinental and Western Air, 
Inc., avoided defaulting on sinking fund 
payments due last week to the Equit- 
able Life Assurance Society. 

► More Mail Pay— CAB granted TWA 
approximately $1,100,000 in additional 
mail pay on its foreign routes, at the 
rate of 60 cents a plane mile retroactive 
to Jan, 1, 1948. The estimated addi- 
tional mail compensation equaled the 
sinking fund,payment due Mav 28 on 
the company^ debentures. Equitable 
holds the entire $40 million in deben- 
tures issued by the carrier. Were the 
sinking fund payment defaulted, the 
loan from the insurance company along 
with $8 million in bank loans would 
have become immediately due. 

In that event, it was assumed that 
control of the airline would have passed 
to Equitable. This has now been 
averted, temporarilv at least. 

,4mong tfie desperate last-minute 
moves attempted by the airline was an 
application to the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corp. for a $10 million loan. 
RFC refused to grant any advances dur- 
ing 1947 under more favorable circum- 
stances, and it is considered unlikely 

now that aid will be forthcoming from 

thi.s source. 

► RFC Amendment— It is not generally 
appreciated, but before RFC can ad- 
vance a loan to a certificated air carrier 
CAB must certifv that such airline 
“may be expected to meet its fixed 
charges without a reduction thereof 
through judiei.il reorganization.” This 
provision is in an amendment made 
June 30, 1947, to the RFC act, C.-\B 
has made onlv one such certification, 
in the case of Western in September, 
1947. 

Were the Board to certifs' a RFC 
loan to TWA under such circum- 
stances. it would imply that sufficient 
mail pav adequate to sersice this ad- 
\-ance would be forthcoming. ,^t the 
pte.sent time. TWA has a number of 
maior mail rate proceedings pending 
before CAB, and in courts. .A CAB 
endorsement of a RFC loan would, in 
effect, preiiidee these mail rate cases. 

► Bank Credit — Temporarilv in the 
background hut likclv to .i«ume in- 
creasing importance, is the $18 million 


bank credit established to permit the 
airline to finance the purchase of 12 
new Constellations. Only $8 million of 
this credit has been drawn upon thus 
far and that was the amount which 
would have become immediately due 
upon default of the sinking fund pay- 
ments on the debenhires. 

This bank credit was endorsed by 
Lockheed on a chattel mortgage basis 
in order to facilitate the sale of the 

E lanes. Further, Curtiss-Wright Corp. 
ad agreed to accept TWA notes in 
payment of the Wright engines to be 
used in the planes, rather than discount 
such paper at the banks similar to the 
Lockheed practice. In other words, if 
and when TWA should default on this 
bank loan, the hanks will have recourse 
to Lockheed for its share of the liability. 
► Previous Crisis — One of the major 
enigmas is the course to be pursued by 
the Hughes Tool Co., owner of 46 per- 
cent of the 985,929 TWA shares out- 
standing- The Hughes interests also 
own a $10 million convertible note 
representing flic funds advanced to 
meet a previous crisis in 1947, This 
note is no longer payable in cash but 
can be liquidated only through conver- 
sion into common stock any time before 
June, 1956- It is exercisable, at the 
holder’s option, at the average closing 
market price ten days previous to the 
date on which exercised. The comer- 
sion price cannot be lower than par 
value, $5 per share. There are a total of 
2 million unissued shares reserved for 
this purpose. For all practical effects, 
the lower the price sinks, the greater 
number of shares Hughes may obtain 
through conversion. 

Should the option be exercised at 10. 
exactly one million shares will be ac- 
quired, bringing Hughes’ total equitv 
position to about three-auarters of the 
airline’s outstanding stock. .At the bot- 
tom price of 5. over 80 percent of fhe 
total would be acquired- In viewing 
this sliding scale of possibilities, it is 
not too difficult to appreciate whs 
HuBlies, while being able to buy a con- 
trolling interest in RKO for more than 
$8 million, is reluctant to place addi- 
tional funds in TAV.A. 

► Further Rediiction-The National .As- 
sociation of Insurance Commissioners, 
through its Subcommittee on Valua- 


tions of Investments, after first placing 
a price of 75 percent of face value, on 
the TWA debentures only a few 
months ago effected a further reduction 
to 60. In other words, as of Dec. 31, 
1947, Equitable was directed to carry 
its $40 million TWA loan on its books 
at $24 million. 

The onlv other airline loan which is 
privately placed is that of United Air- 
lines. Slctropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
holds $10 million and Mutual Life 
owns $2 million of that carrier’s deben- 
tures, Tlic insurance commissioners 
have directed that these bonds be writ- 
ten down to 85 as of Dec. 31, 1947. 
Thus far. United has fulfilled all re- 
quirements of its indenture and is in 
no immediate danger of defaulting. 

► AA Debentures — -American Airlines 
has a $40 million debenture issue out- 
standing, which unlike the TWA and 
United loans, has a ’’free” market with 
daily quotations prevailing as a result 
of wider public distribution. American’s 
bonds are currentlv quoted around 78. 
Equitable also owns s20 million of the 
American debentures. 

It is highly probable that Equitable 
may be drawn closer into the manage- 
ment affairs of TW'.A. 

► Excellent Job— It is ironic, but Equi- 
table's apparent lack of understanding 
of airline operations is primarily re- 
sponsible for TWA’s present complica- 
tions- The carrier is known to be doing 
an excellent job from the standpoint of 
operations. The basic difficulty stems 
from the financial policies pursued a 
few years ago. 

In lending TWA first $30 million 
and later an additional $10 million. 
Equitable did not insist upon additional 
equity capital being brought into the 
airline at the same time. The loans 
were assumed to be seW-liquidating 
through depreciation charges on such 
equipment, ftst experience h-a-. ade- 
quately demonstrated that the inaugura- 
tion of new routes and equipment is 
patently expensive and requites consid- 
erable time before achieving profitable 
results. Further, in the highly leveraged 
T\$0\ picture, a few advert develop- 
ments would wreak havoc with the 
company’s finances. Unfortunately, 
through circumstances beyond its con- 
trol. T3\'A ran into rough financial 
weather. Funds designed to purchase 
new equipment were utilized to meet 
operating expenses. 

► Equity Money- If Equitable h.id con- 
ditioned its loans upon more equity 
money being brought into the com- 
nanv at the same time, it is probable 
that TM'.A’s capital structure would 
have been strong enough to ride out 
the recent storms. 

-At the present time the ba.sic finan- 
cial problem remains, and at some point 
a recasting of the company’s caoitaliza- 
tioii appears inevitable.- Selig Altschul 
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More Deficits for Domestic Lines’? 

With first-quarter reports still showing heavy losses, 
16 trunklines face third successive year in red. 


The domestic trunklines ate follow- 
ing tire 1947 financial course. They 
have started 1948 with the same severe 
losses that marked last year’s first quar- 
ter. And they wound up that year with 
the worst deficits in their history. 

On the basis of a $15,700,3'56 net 
loss in the first three months of 1948. 
the 16 companies face the prospect of 
a deficit for the third successive postwar 

year. In 1947, the carriers had a $15,- 
880,402 deficit in the first quarter and 
finished the year more than $20,000,- 
000 in the red. 

► DC-6 Grounding — Except for the 
continued grounding of the DC-6s, first- 
quarter 1948 probably would have been 
fer better than the same period last 
vear. With the DC-6s now back in serv- 
ice and traffic on its seasonal upswing, 
the industry hopes to cut 1948’s deficit 
considerably under the 1947 level. 

But onlv a phenomenal growth in 
business combined with sharply in- 
creased mail pay could give the carriers 
an overall profit this vear. 

Worst losses in first quarter were 
reported by .American Airlines and 
United Air Lines, which were hit hard- 
est by the DC-6 grounding. American 
showed a S5.053.509 net Toss for Hie 
three months, compared with a $2,922,- 


951 red figure in the same 1947 period; 
United had a $3,401,293 net loss on 
domestic operations in the first quarter 
this year against a $3,217,671 deficit 
last year. 

► Deficit Cut by TWA— In contrast, 
TWA, unaffected by the DC-6 ground- 
ing, cut its first quarter domestic deficit 
from $3,741,398 in 1947 to $1,486,484. 
Northwest Airlines, the fourth trans- 
continental carrier, had a net loss of 
$1,970,193 in first quarter 1948 against 
$1,298,624 last year. 

Aided by the National Airlines strike. 
Eastern Air Lines’ first quarter profit 
spurted from $564,595 in 1947 to $1.- 
121,144 this vear. National, which to- 
gether with Eastern was the only 
domestic trunkline to show a profit in 
first quarter 1947-5208,672— had .i 
thumping $719,980 loss during the first 
three months of this year. With its 
best traffic season now past, and the 
strike continuing. National's profit out- 
look for the remainder of the year is 
bleak. 

►Better Showing— Among the smaller 
carriers. Capital. Chicago &■ Southern. 
Colonial and Continental showed major 
reductions in the size of first-quarter 
1948 deficits. Deficits reported by Delta 
and Mid-Continent were up. 



1st Quarter Earnings 

(Domestic Operations Only) 



Totals ..(aS.700,3aS)t <15,810, 41'!) 




Total operating revenues of the do- 
mestic trunklines in first-quarter 1948 
were considerably higher than last year. 
But expenses also jumped. 

Spurred by two 10 percent fare 
increases, passenger revenues gained 
around 1 5 percent despite a five percent 
decline in traffic (Aviation' Week, 
May 24). Mail and freight levenues 
also' gained. 

► Overseas Services- Meanwhile, U. S. 
international operators also lost heavily 
during first-quarter 1948. On the basis 
of temporary mail rates, TWA had a 
net deficit of $2,427,750 on its overseas 
services, and American Overseas Air- 
lines was $1,983,462 in the red. 

Pan .American Airways reported 
$459,553 net profit on its Atlantic op- 
erations. $174,003 profit on Pacific 
services, $15,293 profit on the Alaskan 
run and $80,557 net loss on Latin 
American routes. The figures arc based 
on anticipated receipt of 54,113,413 in 
mail revenue above that actually earned 
under present temporary rates- 

Northwest showed a $126,410 net 
profit on its Orient routes in first-quar- 
ter 1948. United lost $149,241 on its 
Haivaiian run. Colonial lost $5,902 on 
Bermuda operations ami National was 
$82,837 in the ted on its Havana serv- 
ices during the first three months of the 
vear, while Chicago & Southern earned 
$17. 505 on its Havana route. 


Cases Reopened 
CAB has reopened its Mississippi 
Valiev Area case to determine whether 
Continental Ait Lines or Mid-Con- 
tinent Airlines should be selected to 
operate the Kansas-City-Jefferson Ciri'- 
St- Louis route originally awarded to 
MCA last December. Establishment 
of feeder scrsice in Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi and Alabama, and between points 
in that area and Nfemphis, Tenn., also 
will be reconsidered. 
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FORERUNNER OF NEW BRITISH AIRLINER 


Fastest and largest militacT transport In pro- 
duction for the RAF. this Handley Page 
Hasting will have a ctvil counterpart in 
the Hermes IV airliner. Major differences 
to the cirri aircraft will be a longer nose 
and a nose-wheel nodercanioge. Both tvpes 


-Airlirte traffic over the North Atlantic 
should set new records this summer— 
and U. S. carriers are preparing to han- 
dle the bulk of it again. 

But competition from foreign flag 
lines is building up to new peaks. The 
next three months should show whether 
American operators can continue to 
pace the field by their usual wide inar- 

^More Flights— Flying exchisivelv with 
U. S. emiipraent-Constellations, bC-6s 
and DC-4 s— the foreign operators are 
planning a much greater evpansion of 
their bJorth Atlantic service than are 
their American competitors. 

Air France, KL^f, Sabena and Scan- 
dinavian Airlines System, which to- 
gether operated a maximum of 18 trans- 
Atlantic roundtrips weekly last sum- 
mer, will get up to at least JO flights 
weekly this year. BO.AC is operating six 
roundtrips weekly— same as last sum- 
mer-while Swissair, which received its 
foreign ait carrier pemiit last fall, is also 
in the field. 

The three U. S. carriers in the North 
Atlantic sers ice— Pan Americ.m Airways. 
American Overseas Airlines and TwA 
-ate expected to has-e little increase in 
service. Last year, American operators 
flew around 80 roundtrips xveekly dur- 
ing the peak sea.son. or about "5 per- 
cent of the total. 

► SuTX’ev Results— Returning from a re- 
cent survey trip. Willis G. Lipsenmh. 
PAA's vice president in charge of traffic 
and sales, estimated that travel this 
summer between tire U. S. aird Europe 
will be 2 i percent above the same 1947 
period. The Olympics in England, 
devaluation of the franc in France, .and 


are powered by four Bristol Heicules radial 
engines. BO.AC has ordered 25 of tbe 
Hermes transports for use on Empire air- 
Une routes. The Hastings sbosvu above has 
been on a tour of Australia and New Zea- 
land following a flight from F.ngland. 


better economic conditions generally are 
expected to attract tourists. A war 
scare seems the only thing fliat might 
interfere with the expected boom in 
travel abroad. 

Upward trend in trans-Atlantic air 
traffic during the postwar period is dis- 
closed in a study just completed by the 
Civil Aeronautics Board. Overseas pas- 
sengers funncling into and out of New 
Yon: rose from 57,845 in the first half 
of 1946 to 67.155 in the second half 
of 1946, 80,108 in the first half of 1947 
and 114,128 in the second half of 1947- 

► U. S. Share Drops- But as foreign flag 
lines began trans-Atlantic operations, 
.ind as they acquired additional modern 
U. S. equipment, the percentage of to- 
tal trans-Atlantic traffic handled by 
-Anrerican operators declined- During 
the first half of 1946. U- S. carriers’ 
sliate of all passengers flown was nearly 
95 percent. This figure dropped to 76.8 
percent in the last half of 1946, to 75.4 
percent in the first half of 1947, and to 
71.2 percent in the second half of 1947. 

TTiere was an accompanying decline 
in the percentage or trans-Atlantic 
flights made by U. S. operators. In 
January. 1946. American carrien ac- 
counted for over 97 percent of all trans- 
•Atlantic trips into and out of New York. 
By famiarv. 1947, the percentage had 
fallen to 73 percent and bv December, 
1947. to 69.7 percent. 

► Average Loads-Ftom July to Decem- 
ber, 1947. American carriers transported 
77.5 percent of all U. S.-citizen air 
travelers passing through New York on 
trans-Atlantic routes and 65 6 percent 
of all foreign citizens. 

U. S. carriers during this perind flew 


81,505 passengers in both directions, of 
whom slightly more than half were 
American citizens. Foreign carriers flew 
32,823 passengers, of whom 20,450 had 
foreign citizenship and 12,593 U- S. 
citizenship, 

Average passenger loads carried by 
U. S. and foreign trans-Atlantic lines 
during tbe last six months of 1947 va- 
ried little. BOAC was fint with 28.5 
passengers per flight, followed by Pan 
-American with 27.2, TWA 26-9, Air 
France 26.4. Sabena 25.2. American 
Overseas 24.5, KLM 23,1 and Scandi- 
navian Airlines 22-7. Average of the 
American carriers was 26.2 passengers 
per flight and for foreign operators 25 
passengers per flight. 

► Carriers Rated— Pan American Air- 
ways operated the most trans-Atlantic 
flights— 1271-and carried the most pas- 
sengers— 54.578-during the last naif 
of 1947. Other totals were AOA, 1075 
flights and 26,502 passengers; TWA. 
760 flights and 20,425 passengers; 
BOAC, 300 flights and 8484 passengers; 
Scandinavian Airlines, 560 flights and 
8182 passengers; Air France, 247 flights 
and 6551 passengers; KLM, 282 flights 
and 6527 passengers; and Sabena 125 
flights and 3099 passengers. 

A siirvev made in September. 1947, 
showed that London, with 61 54 pas- 
sengers. originated and received the 
most trans-Atlantie traffic bound to 
and from New York. Paris was second 
with 2401 passengers, followed by 
Shannon 2024 passengers, Brussels 1 522 
pa.s.sengers. Lisbon 900 passengers and 
Prestwick, Scotland. 808 passengers. 

Traffic Rise for Feeder 

Inland Airwavs of Walla Walla, 
Wasli., operating a feeder service be- 
tween that city and Seattle, Wash., has 
elected Lyle NeS of Pasco, Wash., as 
president, with Gerwyn Jones vice 
president and Paul R. Roesch secre- 
tarv-treasurer. 

'The first year of operation was not 

C rofitable, but the last two months 
ave been satisfactory, according to the 
report of H. Maurice Ahlquist, gen- 
eral manager. Traffic for the first three 
weeks of April was double the same 
period last year and 126 per cent over 
the previous month. 

Russell B. Swartz, formerly chief 

E ilot for Northern Airlines of Seattle, 
as been secured as operations manager 
for Inland. Ahlquist said. 

Irish Connies Sold 

Aerlinte Eireann (Irish Air Lines) 
has sold BOAC the five new-type Con- 
stellations with which it had planned 
to inaugurate service to the U.S. last 
March. Purchase price was around 
$6,500,000. BOAC intends to use the 
planes on its England-Australia run. 


Record Overseas Traffic Likely 

U. S. lines prepare to carry bulk of summer tourist load, 
but foreign competitors push expansion plans. 
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Sightseeing Tours 
New Income Source 

Port of New York Authority has hit 
upon a novel way of adding to an air- 
line terminal’s revenue by granting 
Aeronautical Exhibits. Inc., a permit 
to operate guided touts at La Cuardia 
Airport. 

The company pays the Port of New 
York Authority 25 percent of the gross, 
plus a rental for counter space amount- 
ing to $1 50 pet month. Six girl guides, 
each escorting a group comprising 15 
or 20 people at a cost of $1.00 pet per- 
son, conduct tours daily at 10-15 min- 
ute intervals. 

► One-Hour Tour — Each tour takes 
about an hour and includes a visit to 
the domestic terminal building, where 
rotunda facilities, loading platform, 
ticket office, and weather-station ac- 
tivities are demonstrated- Group is then 
escorted to the "captain's walk ’ on the 
roof of the terminal building to see 
four miles of runway and taxi strips, 
the control tower. ILS and GCA units, 
and domestic airlines’ hangars. The 
tour is topped off with a visit to one 
of the hangars where the group can 
watcli aircraft maintenance and over- 
haul procedures. 

Aeronautical Exhibits, Inc., also has 
plans for an aviation museum to be lo- 
cated at the New York International 
Airport. 

Airlines Question 
Idlewild Operation 

A CA.4 report that proposed tempo- 
rar\' operation of New York Interna- 
tional Airport satisfies all safety require- 
ments in landing has been contested 
by the Air Transport Association, repre- 
senting all United States carriers cur- 
rently using La Cuardia. 

► First Blow-Up— It was the first in a 
series of expected blow-ups between 
airport management and control and 
the airlines which must vacate La 
Cuardia. 

Representatives of CAA. the New 
York Port Authority and the airlines had 
n!ct in an effort to resolve any objec- 
tions to the proposed limited operation 
of Internationaj Aiqjott after July 1, 
when foreign air caniers are scheduled 
to use the faeilitv. 

► ATA Contention— ATA maintained 
that the feeding of planes into both La 
Cuardia and International during peri- 
ods of minimum weather would slow 
up the handling of aircraft to the point 
where the association "can accept no 
responsibilitv to anyone, including the 
public, if the capaciri’ of La Cuardia 
Field is lowered.’* 

CAA contends that its report, m.ide 
after a three-year survey, had as its prime 


function the establishment of proce- 
dures which would permit simultaneous 
landings at the two fields during instru- 
ment weather. 

► Temporary Procedure- .4TA told the 
joint conference that the proposed air 
pattern would result in additional hold- 
ing of planes in the air, and that since 
the association was interested primarily 
in moving planes in and out or airports, 
the CAA temporary procedure "won’t 
do.’’ 

Meanwhile, the airlines are priming 
themselves for a go-around svith the 
Port Authority. They have secured the 
services of a public relations linn in 
New York, and the fur is expected to 
fly when the Port Authority orders the 
domestic airlines to move from La 
Cuardia to New York International 
Airport. 

The airlines are expected to take pub- 
lic issue with Port Authority policy on 
leases and gasoline distribution. Pott 
Authority plan now is for airlines to 
pay on a published-tariff basis, subject 
to change at the discretion of the Au- 
thority. 

PAA Seeks Mail Pay 
Boost in Latin America 

Pan American Airways has taken 
steps to put its Latin American services 
back on a profitable basis, and in a 
position to make money. 

With a $640,000 net loss on the 
books for the Latin American division 
in 1947, the carrier has asked CAB to 
wise its mail rate to compensate for 
liifhcr costs. Last year, PAA points 
out, it received mail pay averaging 6.5 
cents a revenue plane mile. By com- 
parison, it says, CAB has established 
temporary rates of 95 cents a plane 
mile for Chicago & Southern Air Lines’ 
New Otieans-Havana run and for 
Btaniff Airwavs’ proposed operations to 


Early CAB Decision 
Could Help CEA 

California Eastern Airways, which le- 
ccntly filed a petition in bankruptcy, is 
looking to a favorable CAB decision in 
the pending airfreight route case as the 
means of solving its present financial 
problems. 

Suspension of coveting policies by 
creditor insurance companies forced 
CEA to halt operations this month 
despite the carrier’s struggle to main- 
tain service until CAB granted or denied 
the cargo line's application for a cer- 
tificate of public convenience and ne- 
cessity. 

Feeling exists that if the Board 
awards CEA a certificate early in June, 
creditor tension will lessen and a reor- 
ganization will be possible at a meeting 
in Wilmington, Del., June 14. But 
in view of CAB'S action late this month 
in ordering all freiglit route applicants 
to file special financial and operational 
reports by June 10, a board decision by 
lunc 14 seems unlikely. 

► C-54s to Slick-The day following the 
insurance creditors’ move, California 
Eastern leased two of its C-54s to Slick 
Airways. The planes are being manned 
by CE.-S crews. Another C-54 reportedly 
was sold to the Argentine gosernment, 
and California Eastern is retaining two 
planes at its Oakland, Calif., nead- 
quaiters- 

Slick's handling of CEA's traffic be- 

? m for an initial period of 30 days from 
fay 1 5. Subject to some inevitable 
transfers of business to other cargo 
carriers, CEA has placed with Slick a 
business volume which has been aver- 
aging about 800,000 lb. monthly. The 
lease to Slick brought CEA ready cash 
sufficient to maintain the latter’s ad- 
ministrative and operations staff pend- 
ing solution of the current financial 
problems- 



AERO COMMANDER’S FIRST FLIGHT 


fiist successful flight from Hughes Aircraft 
Co. field at Culver City, Calif, T, R. 
Sniilb. designer of the aircraft and president 
of Aero Design and Engineering Co., re- 
ports a 600-ft, takeoff iu eight seconds, and 
an 1800 ft./min. initial climb, Landing 


speed was 56 mpb. Indications arc that 
the craft will show a top speed of 210 
mph. Smith says that the cahis sound 
level is lower than that of a Bonanza per- 
sonal plane. Tests have hecn limited to 
60 percent power due to the limitations of 
fixed pilch propellers, which will be ex- 
change for variable pitch props. 


AVIATION WEEK, May 31, 1948 


TRANSPORT 


35 





ALL AGES FLY IN HAWAII 


Mote passengers and more income for 1947, 
but lower profits, So reports Hawaiian Air- 
lines, shown unloading a plane at Honolulu. 
Revenue passengers in 1947 totaled 514,- 
608. 25 percent above 1946. Revenue 
reached $3,553,912, 16 percent higher than 
1946. But costs climbed faster to $3,167.- 
443-an increase of 25 percent over 1946, 


Cargo Committee 

Formation of an Air Cargo Project 
Cominittcc on 3 permanent basis is 
Califoniia’s solution to problems of 
large-scale cargo handling W air. 

Representatives of certiScated air- 
lines, nonscheduled air carriers, aircraft 
manufacturers, shippers, packagers, and 
various other groups make up the com- 
mittee wliich is probably the first set-up 
of its kind to tafcc posifive action in air 
cargo’s direction, 

■Tbc committee, which is under the 
sponsorship of the California Aeronau- 
tics Commission, has adopted the fol- 
lowing objectives; 

• To foster and encourage research in 
more efficient and economical handling 
and shipping of cargo by air, including 
development of new products which 
can be shipped by air. 

• To maintain continued cooperation, 
through this committee, of all branches 
of the aviation industry, and allied in- 
dustries concerned with air cargo, in- 
cluding agriculture, packaging, refrig- 
eration, merchandising, etc, 

• To coordinate and evaluate all exist- 
ing information on the subject of air 
cargo, to avoid duplication of previous 
effort. 

• To obtain cooperation of all con- 
cerned for experiments in regularly 
scheduled shipments of agricultural 
produce to eastern markets. 

• To en«)urage development of new 


leaving a net profit after taxes of $126,795, 
down $61,428 from Che previous year. 
Despite a $107,075 jump in revenue, the 

loss of $61,0^ 'Ibc airline carried marc 
than 300,000 passengers in 1947, aod 1948 
figures already reported indicate passenger 


aircraft designed for more economical 
carrying of cargo. 

Officers elected by the new organiza- 
tion are J. Prescott Blount, Mill Valley, 
representing Slick Airways, chairman; 
folin P. Houghton, San Francisco, dis- 
trict manager of Air Cargo, Inc,, vice 
chairman; and Lvman S. Lantz, Sacra- 
mento, chief of the division of aeronau- 
tical development of the California 
Aeronautics Commission, secretary. 

TWA Relief 

A retroactive boost in mail rates for 
its overseas routes has again enabled 
TWA to steer clear of the financial 
rocks (page 32). 

The $1,100,000 which the carrier 
needed to meet a payment due May 28 
on a $40,000,000 debt to the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society was provided in 
a CAB show cause order issued May 
20, CAB officials said it was a "coin- 
cidence" that the additional yield of 
the new mail rate satisfied almost to the 
dollar TWA's need for cash to meet 
the Equitable obligation. 

cab's show cause order proposed a 
60 cents a plane mile mail rate retro- 
active to Jan. 1. 1948, for TWA’s over- 
seas services. This would yield the car- 
rier about $6,300,000 in international 
mail pay tliis year compared to $3,000,- 
000 un^er the former scale. The retro- 
active increase through Apr. 30 is 
$1,100,000, 


cents a plane mile retroactive to Feb. 5, 
1946 (when trans-Atlantic operations 
were inaugurated), or to make an ad- 
justment which would result in an im- 
mediate cash payment of $3,000,000. 
CAB stated, however, that an increase 
prior to Jan. 1, 1948, is not justified 
on the basis of available data. 


NAL Pilot Study 

National Airlines has made 
public new statistics intended to 
show that its non-union flight 
crews are as well qualified to fly 
its transports as the striking 
ALFA members. 

Present non-union pilots had 
averaged 4644 hr, flying experi- 
ence as of Apr. 20, compared to 
4526 hr. for the pilots who 
walked out Feb. 3, National re- 
ported (AviATtON Week, Mar. 
15), All but six of the new pilots 
are World War II veterans. 

Records of previous experience 
showed 13 from American Air- 
lines, 11 from TWA, eight from 
Pan American, four each from 
Capital and TACA. three from 
Panagra, two each from Braniff, 
Western, Northwest and Peru- 
vian International, and others 
from United, KLM, Air France, 
China National, Santa Fe Sky- 
way. Flying Tiger Line, California 
Eastern and Southwest. National 
states that most of its new pilots 
were members of ALFA when 
they flew for other scheduled car- 


Emergency Board Meets 
In NAL Pilots’ Strike 

First meeting of President Truman's 
emergency fact-finding board seeking 
sottlement of the National Airlines pilot 
strike was scheduled in Washington 
last week. Prospects for immediate 
termination of tne walkout appeared 
slim as the sessions began, 

Shortly after appointment of the 
board (,\viation Week. May 24). 
NAL President G. T. Baker announced 
that he docs not intend to re-employ 
Air Line Pilots Association members 
who went on strike Feb. 3 c.xcept when 
vacancies occur. Baker reaffinned his 
position that non-union pilots hired to 
fill posts left by ,4LP.\ members ate 
"permanent employes.” 

Meanwhile, NaHonal's new pilots 
have named a committee to draft a 
provisional seniority list. They ate 
working under terms of the contract 
which existed between ALPA and NAL, 
according to Baker. 
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Smaller Loss in ’48 
Forecast by PCA 

Capital Airlines (PCA) envisions a 
considerably smaller loss in 1948 than 
was experienced in 1947, but a profit 
this year apparently is out ol the ques- 
tion without incieased mail pl- 
under present mail rates, PCA an- 
ticipates a net loss of about $1,059,000 
in 1948, This compares with a net 
deficit of $2,652,265 in 1947 and a 
$2,951,344 loss in 1946. 

► Deficit Reduced— The carrier's first 

S iarter 1948 loss will be well under 
e deficit for the same period last year. 
January deficit was $401,576, February 
$489,238 and March about $517,000. 
loss for April is expected to approach 
$136,000, after whie"h profits are antici- 

E ated from May through September. 

lefidts ate expected again during the 
last three months of flie year. 

In its annual report, PCA pointed 
out that steadik increasing wages and 
prices largely offset rigid economies last 
year. Eighty-eight percent of the 1947 
deficit was incurred during the first 
quarter of the year. The company flew 
1,100,500 passengers in 1947, against 
1,343,900 in 1946, the decline being 
attributed largely to the series of major 
accidents last spring. 

► New Planes — Acquisition of new 
equipment represents one of PCA's 
major problems in 1948. Financial set- 
backs forced cancellation of the com- 
pany's contracts for 20 Martin 2-0-2s 
and of its DC-6 order early last year. 
PCA officials are studying postwar 
planes now on the market together with 
others Still being developed, and means 
of financing an equipment purchase 
are being considered. 


CAB SCHEDULE 



SHORTLINES 


► American— Had 41 of its DC-6s back 
in service by May 20 and expects to 
have its full SO-plane fleet available this 
week. Seventeen of the company's 75 
Convait-Linets had been received by 
May 20. First scheduled passenger serv- 
ice with the new planes is to start June 
1. All Convair-Linet deliveries to AA 
will be completed early next year. 

► KLM— A company EIC-6 was severely 
damaged at Scniphol Airport, Amster- 
dam, this month while undergoing a 
simulated emergency three-engine take- 
off procedure. Crew members were 
uninjured. Plane struck an embank- 
ment at end of runway. 

► Northeast— last week was scheduled 
to inaugurate daily service between New 
York and Burlington, Vt., via Spring- 
field-Hartford, Keene, N. H., White 
River Junction and Montpelier-Barrc, 
Vt, , . . Carrier has asked CAB per- 
mission to suspend its Moncton, N. B., 
Canada, service indefinitely. 

► Pacific Overseas— Started flying 1500 
fishermen and cannery workers from 
California, Oregon and Washington to 
Naknek, Alaska, for the summer sea- 
son. 'I’o get the men there in time for 
the opening of the season, POA has sub- 
contracted part of the traffic to Trans- 
occan Air Lines, Trips north will be 
completed by June 20, with return 
flights starting July 15. Seven C-54s will 
make 68 roundtnps. 

► Pan American— Special summer ex- 
cursion fares to the Caribbean area, 
Mexico and Guatftmala become effec- 
tive June 2. Valid for 21 days, tickets 
offer savings of better than 30 percent 
until Sept. 30. 

► Pioneer — Inaugurates dailv service 
from Amarillo to El Paso, 'Tex., via 
Clovis and Roswell, N, M„ on June 1. 

► Slick — Moving 7,000.000 tomato 
plants in planeload lots from south 
Texas to Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 

► Trans-Canada — Inaugurated direct 
service from Montreal and Toronto to 
Bermuda with DC-4Ms. 

► Trans-Texas— Scheduled to start serv- 
ice to Beaumont. Galveston and Lufkin, 
Tex., this month, to El Paso June 10. 

► TWA — One-plane service between 
Detroit and Atlanta will be inaugurated 
June 1 through an equipment inter- 
change agreement with Deit.i .^ir Lines, 
TWA crews will fly the planes from 
Detroit to Cincinnati, where Delta 
crews will take over for the remainder 
of the trip over its routes to the south. 
Tlie process will be reversed on north- 
bound flights. 

►United — Revenue passenger miles 
flown in April were dowm 2? percent 
from the same month last year. 


UTICA 

Precision Forgings 

Turbine and Compressor Blades 
Forged to Exact Dimensions 



THE TURBINE BLADE-forged to 

withstand high stresses at red heat 
. . . airfoil sections must be forged 
to exact dimansions for compressor 
efficiency. And UTICA PRECISION 
FORGINGS make all this possible- 
williouc costly machining.' 

UTICA PRECISION FORGINGS 
develop the desirable features of the 
metals used-soundness, finest grain, 
highest strength! Grain sise is im- 
portant from a ffitigue angle, and fine 
grain ductility allows for even redis- 
tribution of other stresses. UTICA 
offers you controlled grain size in 
your forged blades for gas turbines— 
as well as saving the cost of expen- 
sive machining.' 



is a completely contained unit built 
to produce blade forgings only! 


UTICA 

DROP FORGE and TOOL 
CORPORATION 
UTICA 4, N.Y. 
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Searchlighj;_ Section 


JOB EVALUATOR 

Must be thoroughly experienced and capable of setting up Job 
Evaluation Program. Must know both hourly and salary systems 
ond be familior with all office and shop fobs. Aircraft experi- 
ence preferred. 


te C. L. WINDSOR, E 


McDonnell Aircraft Corporatioi 


AIRCRAFT ENGINEERS 

Minimum three years experience in design, 
stress analysis, aerodynamics, and guided mis- 
sile flight test planning. 

McDonnell aircraft corporation 

Post Office Box 516 St. Louis (3) Missouri 


THE EMERSON 
ELECTRIC MFG. CO. 
NEEDS 

RADAR ENGINEERS 

Experienced in general theory 
and practice oi oircroit fire con- 
trol eyelems or experienced in 
design oi electronic circuits oi 
oirerait iire control systems. 
Requires independent thought 
in solving complex circuit prob- 
lems including noise elimina- 

Salary commensurate 
with experience. 

Wrllt tiring Moimatlna Is 

W. N. Kennedy, Direeter at Perionnei 


TEACHER 

Aeronautical Engineering 


ENGINEERING TEST PILOT 


LOCKHEED LODESTAR 
‘MiCHMAFT* AT^^^^ 

WESTERN SKYWAYS 


GENERAL MAGNESIUM FOUNDRIES, INC. 

612 South Thiid Street Belleville, Illinois 


U. S. A. F. CERTIFIED 


HEAT TREAT FACILITIES 


Where to Buy 


NAVION OWNERS 


pjljfv&co'* ss Perl's/*// J 


SE1.UN6 OPPORTUNirr OfflMO 


iAUBS-AOENCY- 


POSfnONS WANTCa 
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the steward-davis / 100-hour warranted* 

conversion 

H795 f.o.b. Los Angeles . . . 

We have produced Ike Sleward-Daois fl-18S0-92 eonoertUm to meet all of Ike rigid 
specificalion laid down by Us original world famous manufaclurer, Pratt O Whitney Aircraft, 
'e haue test-run, preserved for long-time storage, packaged for shipment and iwotranJed 


G-46 A 

For Sale 




LODESTAR CARGO 

iw time on engines, airframe i 
Futly licensed. Any reosona 
firm offer. 


FOR SALE 

$25,000,000 P&W PARTS 
$2,000,000 DC-3 PARTS 
$1,000,000 PROPELERS 
$1,000,000 INSTRUMENTS 
$1,000,000 O'HAUL TOOLS 
$5,000,000 ACCESSORIES 

PRICED BELOW GOVT. COST 



FOR SALE 

AMERICAN AIRLINES, INC. 

43-02 Dihnon Blvd. 

Aiterie, L. I.. New Yerfc 

• Douglos DC-3 Airplane Parts, 
Accessories and Ground Equip- 

• Wright G-102 (C9GB) Engine 
Parts, Accessories and Compon- 

• P&W R-1830-92 Engine Parts, 
Accessories and Components. 

e ALSO • 

' Douglas DC-4 Airplane Parts, 
and Accessories. 

• P&W R-2000-13 Engine Ports, 
Accessories and Components 
(many of which ore inter- 
changeable with R-2(KX)-7-9-11 
Engines). 

TbeM laventoilae ora ovoUable lot in- 
■pecBoD at our warehouses at Astorio. 
L. I., New York, Tulsa. Oklaboma and 
Port Worth. Texas and ottered FOB 
Iheee points for domestic eblpment at 

PROMPT ATTENTION WILL BE GIVEH 
TO ALL BE QUESTS FOR QUOTATIONS 
DIRECTED TO THE ATTENTION OF 
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STORES AT 
THE ABOVE ADDRESS, 
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> Some Short jottings for airline operators and their crews < 



What does the modern business man want . . . ? 


Who says he's in a hurry? 

As air travel becomes more and more an everyday affair the 

reduced times between various terminals. In order to stress the 
importance of these facts, the press has had also to produce 
someone who really wanted to move about the world at these 
record speeds, and who fitted the bill better than the "modern 
business man"? He, with vast demands on his lime in all parts 
of the world, would appear to be just the man who would be 
prepared to sacrifice any amount of comfort for spitd. 

Has he asked for speed? 

before the war and now B.O.A.C., have dealt with every type 
of passenger over many ycais. They feel that if this type of 

They have other, and quite different, ideas of what the modem 


FLYII^G BOAT PERSONALITIES 

Captain A. Le R. S. UPTON, B.o.A.G. 



he flew Awo 504K5 with the R.A.F. Later, he had his firal 

Blackburn Blackburns and 3F5. " ^ 

^plain Upton was one of the BO,A,C. captains who 

boats being used for the job. 


business man requires on his long or short journeys, by air. 
He wants to wasU no lime ; travel in comfort, and have as 
pleasant a break from business routine as possible. 


How to get him there on time . . . 




the first manxfacturers 
m/9 of aircr.aft in the vtorld 
Short Brothers & Harland Lid., Queen’s Island, Belfast 
Enquiries to 1 7 Grojvenor Street, London, W. 1 
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-EOCIPMF..VT 
ir Surplos Ne«l 



Are you faced with gearing problems beyond the 
scope of present experience? We have long realized 
that an extensive program of research and experiment 
is vital, in order to make an effeaive contribution to 
the progress and development of the aviation industry. 
Pacific-Western technicians, backed by the knowledge 
gained in over a half century operation of our com- 
panies, arc continuously engagea in extending known 
practices and design by such programs, They have 
available unusual specialized knowledge on the sub- 
ject of mechanical power transmission based on actual, 
experience.You will find them taking important roles in 
nearlyevery major development in the aviation industry. 

Let us demonstrate what we can do to help you solve 
your mechanical power transmission problems. 

Pacific-U'i 

Good Gem for over 50 years 

WESTERN GEAR WORKS, Seoul* 4, Woi 
WESTERN GEAR WORKS, Bo. I9J, lynw, 

PACIRC GEAR 8. TOOL WORKS, Son Fr. 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: Psitland.„Sall I 
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LETTERS 


(We are giving our readers a week's vacation from editorials, and present some of our 
more interesting nrail which has been omitted by space limitation — The Editor) 


Hy Sheridan Conunenlates 


To the Editor; 



just a pander for a dictionary, anyway, 
Hiram Wiuon Shruium 
(Famous author & Bon Tout) 
Oak Park, Hlinois 


That Refueling Claim 

To the Editor: 

In a recent issue a correspondent disputed 
a claim made for the B-29 of an endurance 
record without refueling in the ait, and 
claimed the record for the Martiu Man. 

Both writers seem Co have forgotten the 
endurance record made hy Walter E. Lees 
and Frederick A. Brossy at Jacksonville, Fla,, 
when they flew a Packard Diesel engined 
Bellanca for 84J hours. May 25 to 28, 1931. 

Denis F. Cashmak 
402 Edgewood Ave. 
Dayton 7, Ohio 

Oakland Accomplishments 

To the Editor: 

We note with interest your items on use 
of GCA and Instrument Landing systems. 
Listed below ate two items that are quite 
unique in aviation news. As you may not 
know, here at the Oakland Airport are in- 
stalled the CAA ILS and the Navy's GCA 
unit No. 19. We have parallel runways, 27 
Right and 27 Left; ILS on 27 R, and GCA 
on 28 L. This set-up is one of very few also, 

On Jan. 8. an Air Force C-47 (AT 7280) 
made a CCA approach with the visibility 
one-quarter mile, ground fog, Thirh seconds 
later another C-4^ from the Landing Aids 
Station at Areata, Calif., made an ILS ap- 
approach, same visibility, llie top of tfie 
ground fog was about 300 ft. and both pilots 


were aware of each other. CCA also had 
each ship in view in the radar scope. 

On Jan. 22, Air Force 8078, C-47 from 
Landing Aids Station at Areata, Calif., made 
an ILS ajrotoach in zero-zero weather. Thirty 
minutes ^ter he departed with the same 
weather conditions. From the tower the 
visibiltty was less than twenty feet. After 
the aircraft had landed, the airport trude 
could not find him on the runway and the 
pilot had to find the ramp by his own 
methods. 

Robert F. OT4eil 

Airport Traffic Controller 

Oakland (Calif.) Municipal Airport 


ComraenI From England 

To the Editor; 

In your issue of Dec. 22 you ask your 
readers to send in their thought about your 
publication. This I am glad to do. 

I have no criticisms. It is, in my view, 
far the best of the United States' aircraft 
publications and the reasons for ezpressing 
such an opinion are: 

1. It is published weekly and the news 
is, therefore, up to the minute. 

2. It is well informed and the news is 
comprehensive, 

3. It is well balanced. 

4. Although, as you say, it carries a great 
deal of advertising, mt the advertising does 

' imp the book. 


5. Ifc 


ct I was asked to criticize the 


oag- 


that of starting the stories on the early 
pages and sandwiching the remainder at the 
end between hordes of advertising matter. 
Please do not be forced into this practice! 
6. I enjoy the broad labour approach. 

Director and General Manager 


St. Louis Council’s Precedent 

To the Editor: 

on the new National i!ir Council. ... It 
would be timely, perhaps, to draw a parallel 
of this national group with the metropolitan 
council which has been in operation in the 
St. Louis area for two years. 

Our Aviation Council grew out of the 
postwar confusion which existed in govern- 
mental administration of aviation matters, in 
the diversified interests of many civic and 
educational groups, and in the ramified 
objectives of varions aviation groups, 

George B. Logan, prominent corporate 
attorney and aviation enthusiast, took the 
leadenhip in bringing together all groups 
under a common purpose of building avia- 
tion as an economic and social force o? great 
importance to this area. 

Originally, there were only 38 incorporat- 
ing groups, all non-profit civic and service 
dubs and business associations; now there 


e 150 


and many individuals in the 


are in addition to these groups si 
corporations and ma 

cross-section of the most progressive dubs, 
businesses and sviation ^ups. Maj. Gen. 
Ldf J. Sverdrup is presiaent. 

With a smw budget and small paid 
staff, the CouncU has chalked up conudei- 
able success in its short history, ft has blue- 

E iinted a program of aviation development 
)t the area; stimulated interest in a bi-state 
air authority; organized and supervised good- 
will flights; promoted a month-long "visit 
vour aitports" tour program; provided speak- 
ers on airfreight; assisted in organization of 
military air reserve groups; aided in many 
air education matters, 

The Counefl decided that aii safety was 
vital to healthy growth of the industry. Its 
down-to-earth Auport Safety Code for local 
airports gained national recognition and the 
code, as well as the Coundl itsdf, has been 
used for local adaptation dsewhcic. . , . 

The Aviation C^ncil of Metropolitan St. 
Louis, Inc., has effectively demonstrated the 
strength of cooperative effort on the grass- 
• ’ — ■•'lis level 


; level. It is 




must be generated. For tf 
such groups as the new NAC can and 
should provide extensive cooperation to 
such ready-made vehicles as the St. Louis 
Counefl. 

Little Starling Airport on the outskirts of 
south St. Louis may seem a long way from 
the halls of Congress, but there is a much 
more direct connection than many people 
realize, a connection which tans almost every 
possible phase of aviation oevelopment. 
Robert A. Wiixieb 
Public Relations Counsel 
Aviation Council of Metropolitan 
St. Louis. Inc. 

College Praises Letter 

To the Editor; 

I am grateful for the clear statements 
conUined in William G. Briegleb’s letter, 
published in Aviation Weeb May 3. The 
page containing his letter has been placed 
on our students bulletin board, and the 
letter is ^ing read to both engineering and 
ground school classes. We would appre- 
ciate permission to reproduce this letter in 
enlai^ photostat cr^y and also in page 
form for distribution to students. 

Out students operate a flying dub and 
gliding dubs, and this department operates 
a Boeing N2S5. The writer collaborated 
with Prof. R. H. Upson in development 
of the Wayne University stall warning indi- 
cator which was extensively tested and then 
-ipproved by CAA under direction of A. L. 
Morse of the experimental station, Indian- 

Artbue a, Locxe, Chairman 
Dept, of Aeronautical Engineering 
College of Engineering 
Wayne University 
Detroit, Michigan 
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[ TRYING TO 
SHEAR THE 
MAIN PUMP 
DRIVE GEAR k 


• . . to test the safety factor 
of this high-pressure fuel pump 


When you’re taking off in a jet job you just can’t let the 
"lire” out in the engine. 

That e why Pesco engineers have developed a high. 
prepurc fuel pump with two pumping sections, one for the 
main fuel system and the other for the seconrlary system 
that automatically goes into operation . . . just in trase! 
And that’s why these same engineers really gave this pump 
the works in testing it. ami fed, into the suction side, sueli 
surprising materials as brass rod, a steel washer, steel nut, 
steel screw, lead pellet, brass wire, galvanized wire ami 
other assorted “iimk”. What happened''’ All of these 
materials passed through the pump to the discharge outlet 
after being cut up by the gear teeth ... or because of their 
size and contour, stayed on the suction aide, being con- 
stantly repelled hy tire gear teeth. Only when piano wire 
wrapped itself aroimd the gear did the’ gear seize. It was 
a pretly tough test. But then this Pesco High-Pressure 
Fuel Pump is built for really tough service. 

! Actually, this latest Pesco development is really two 
pumps in one. There is a common inlet, but two separate 
diseliarges and two drive shafts ... one in.side the other. 
If the main fuel system pump fails, the other automatically 
goes into action . . . and the all-important fuel conlinues 
to reach the engine ... at the same cajwcity and same 
pressure as delivered by the main pump. 

Pesco High-Pressure Tandem hurl Pumps have been 
developed for jet engine fuel svstems oiwrating at pressure 
of from 500 to 1,000 p.s.i, ' ' 5 i 

For complete information write Dept. 5.5B. 


! SVPERCMARGEHS 


FOR DEFENSE AND COMMERCE 




THE GRUMMAN PANTHER — Newest Jet fighter for the U. S, Navy is designed to operate from land 
or carrier bases. Outstanding construction features permit very short takeoffs and landings and 
include innovations in wing and cockpit. Capable of extremely high speeds, the Panther is equipped 
wnth the most powerful turbo-jet engine in the world. 


designs and builds the 
world’s finest aircraft 


Again, in these latest triinnphs of engineering, 
GRUMMAN demonstrates its established lead- 
ership in the design and construction of durable, 
high-performance aircraft. 


THE GRUMMAN MALLARD — Choice of businessmen and 
sportsmen, the Grumman Mallard provides a greater 
degree of comfort and safety than is obtainable in any 
other private plane. This beautiful twin-engine am- 
phibian is licensed for 8 to 10 passengers. 



THE GRUMMAN ALBATROSS— Built for the U. S. Navy, 
the Albatross is the largest of Grumman amphibians. 
Powered by two 1,425 horsepower engines, this versa- 
tile plane is designed for rough 
water operation. Planned for air- 
rescue or cargo transport it car- 
ries a crew of three and sixteen 
litter passengers, or two tons of 
cargo. The Albatross has a cruis- 
ing speed of 225 miles per hour. 



GRUMMAN AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING CORPORATION, Bethpage, Long Island, New York 


